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[READER 


Conrteous Reader, 


H 18 ſmall Treatiſe does not 
- . appear with the Approbation of 
the Learned Dottors of, ce this. 


our Age; neither do 
twill be received in the 7.4 emies, or 


T Univerfries, aud among the Rabbies, 
whether they be Papiſts or Proteſtants ; 
$414 conſidering the Subject, it is not like 
that .it ſhould get ſuch Patrons. And 
berefore muſt I ſingly recommend it to the 
$itneſs of God, in thy own Conſcience, 
whoever thou art ; by which Witneſs rag 
tnoweſt, that as long as the Devil relg 

in thee, it is not as it ought to be : An i 
thos be at all deſirous,that it ſhould or might 
f as it ought, it will be no ways offenſive 
Wo thee to hear of the overthrow of him, 

r has brought out of order ; and with- 

T the On” of him, who is the 

| - Be. 
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Reſtorer of [ſrael, and the right Heir ff 
the Gentiles. no 
And this one thing I do deſire of thee, of 
what Profeſſion, Religion,or Fudg ment tha 
maiſt be, to wit, That thou layeſt by thy own 
Intereſt of the Controverſie ( for a litth 
time) and read without prejudice or partis 
lity, and be not offended, that another i} 
not of thy Judgment ; but confider,that thu 
in thy own particular, art inone and tht 
ſame Tranſgreſſion, in the matter afarty 
| lad, ſeeing the greateſt part of Mankind 
15 RD of + by Tudgment ; and they have ul 
much power to judge thee, that thou ar 
wrong, as thou hait to judge me, that 1 an} 
Wrong. Thereft ore read in coolneſs, | 
conſider what thou read'ſt, as knowing thi 

it is God that muſt give an underſtanding 
And whereas the Subjeft or Matter of thi 
Treatiſe does comprehend much, and man} 
. things are but hinted at, therefore look mi 

fo the Lord, who can enlarge thy Under, 
Handing tn it, as it pleaſeth him. Ie; 
And as concerning the Prieſts, who art 
fo buſie to make Complaints againſt Settu 
riaxs, Hereticks, and Heretical Books, dt 
firing the Magiftrates they would abuſth 
11/1115 Tl 


4 To the Reader. 

"their Power, to defend them and their Do- 
#rine by Perſecution. They would do bet- 
ter, to employ their time inthe anſwering 
of theſe Poſitions. And whereas they are 
raed Spiritual, let them fight with ſpiri- 
tual Weapons (if they have them) and 
bring forth ſomething in defence of their 
old Maſter, and his Kingdom and Power, 
now tn 4 time of need, when it is near come 
"104 end, 


Dominion, Raign, 4nd Kingdom _ 
en usd, by which ſome of perverſe Minas 
| may conclude, That 1 intend thereby the 
Overthrow, or Changing, or Subverting 
| of outward Government. To prevent ſuch 
#F:Momus, / do declare in the fight of God, 
F and before all Men, That 1 have no ſuch 
"1 Thoug ht or Intention, perfettly declaring 
Mm Fudement, viz. That a Chriſtian 
fought to live peaceably and quietly under 
Fall ſorts of Governments, which the Lord 
{permits to be, or is pleaſed to ſet up : And 
ep 1 do believe, That the Ruling or Govern- 
$ment of an Emperor, King, ' Prince, or 
&F Stere in it ſelf, is not Repugnant to , but 
Conſtant with the Government of Chrift, 
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Intereſt of the Controverſie ( for a litth 
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wrong, as thou hait to judge me, that 1 an 
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#rine by Perſecution. They would do bet 


of} ter, to employ their time inthe anſwering 
"1 of theſe Poſitions. And whereas they are 
"1 called Spiritual, let them fight with ſpiri- 
; tual Weapons (if they have them) and 


| brins forth ſomething in defence of their 
' old Maſter, and his Kingdom and Power, 
now ty a time of need, when it is near come 
10 43 end, 
And whereas the words Government, _ 
Dominion, Raign, 4nd Kingdom -—Oſ- 
tenusd, by which ſome of perverſe Minds 
| may conclude, That 1 intend thereby the 
 Overthrow, or Changing, or Subverting 
of outward Government, To prevent ſuch 
'aMomus, 7 do declare inthe fight of God, 
and before all Men, That 1 have no ſuch 
MY Thoug ht or Intention, perfeitly declaring 
mt my Fudement, viz. That a Chriſtian 
9} ought to live peaceably and quietly under 
TJ ll ſorts of Governments, which the Lord 
Ipermits to be, or is pleaſed to ſet up : Ana 
Weg 1 do believe, That the Ruling or Govern- 
1} ment of an Emperor, King, ' Prince, or 
i&I Stete in it ſelf, ts not Repug nant to , but 
Conſtant with the Government of Chriſt, 
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To the Reader. | | 


whoſe Kingdom is ſpiritual, end the munſſ- 
be reigns in the Hearts of People, the el 
fier will it be for the Rulers of this Worll 
zo fulfill their 6ffice, and if the Devil wen 
wholly difthron'd ; yet notwithſkanding 
they might ſtill Rule, decreeing Juſtice, a4 
cording to the words of Him, who ſaid 
By me Kings Reign, and the Prince f 
decree | Juſtice ; by+me Princes rulef 
and the Nobles, even all the Judges df. 
' the Earth, Prov.8. 15, 16. And tha. 
*La» would be nnder him, who is thei 
King ana Loxd ; and the People ws 
tive a pleaſant, godly, and peaceable life 
under their reſpeG@ ive K ings and Lords, iS 
Ana ſeeing theſe things are promiſed 
and that he is faithful that hath promiſe. 
them, Why ſhould we not then hope farl 
and expett the fulfilling thereof ? Am 
Jo, Courteous Reader, having given thaſ» 
this ſhort Caution and Inſtruttion, 1 le, 
thee to read the following Diſcourſe, 
remain a Friend to thee and all Men, Þ hy 
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uy. Sounded inthe Borders of 
Þ Spiricual EGYPT 


Thich ſhall be heard in Bah», and 
 Aﬀoniſh the Inhabitants of the De- 
- filed and Polluted Habitation of the 

\ EARTH, Oc. 


Any are the Devices of Satan, 
and great is the Subtilty which 
he furniſheth his Children and 
Servants withal, by which he 
ſeeks to uphold his Kingdom, 

plating now a right to that which he got 
y ſubtilty ; and has taught his whole Fa- 

I nily, That it is impoſſible for any to be 
freed from under his Service, even as if all 

men} that are created of God, were crea- 
bo to the ſervice of the Devil: And 

A 4 altho? 


CF” F 
\ altho? he can make no man, yet that he iszÞ oper 


ble, after they are made, to keep themu yive: 
his ſervice; yea, altho? their Maker dog pea 
Is tl 


call for them to ſerve him: And fo id 
this ſuppos'd neceſſity ( which is a Dogs 
frine well-pleaſing to the fleſh ) he keeyſqart, 
Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and PeopWſevi 
in Bondage to his will ; and not. only tote h: 
but he has ſo bewitched and beſotted hufkng 
whole Synagogue, and every ſort in it, thaffe: 
they cannot endure to hear that they ſhoul 
be made free; and all that comes to 
clare Liberty totheſe Caprives, and an ope 
ing of the door of this Priſon-houſe ( alma 
datxref- nnto thoſe that are ſhut up withigſſ 
it ; they cry out againſt ſuch , away witlihy 
them from the Earth, let them be Crucifie 
Stoned, Hanged, Burned, Impriſoned ar 
Baniſhed'; or at leaſt, derided and mock 
ed at, and all manner of evil be ſpokelſhe 
of them : And what have they done ? Thejllkt 
have preached againſt ſin, that it muſt com 
to an end,and have preached that that which 
1s perfect is to be found in this life,by whidl 
men might come to the acceptable Year of 
the Lord, unto whom there is nothing at 
ceptable which is imperfect. _—_ 
Certainly, there is no manner of Slave 
ſo well contented with their Bondage * 
the Devil's are; and therefore it is worthy 
the conſidering, what right he has to Reign” 


| (3) 
over Mankind, and what Work it is, he 
gloves his Servants to do, that is ſo well 
phaſing unto them, that they cannot en- 
mIdure to hear of being ſerat liberty, as long 
Is they have a -day to live: As for my 
gpart, 1 have conſidered, what right the 
Jevil can claim to the Government, which 
ae has among the Children of Men, Reign- 
ng over Kings and Princes, Prieſts and 
WMeople, from one Sect to another, ſetting 
em all to work in blind Zeal one againſt 
other ; yer/all agreeing in this one Que- 
on ( to wit ) Is there any Man or Wo- 
wan upon the Earthgthar is free from un- 
& the Reign of the Devil, that he can 
e without ſin ? Or is it poſſible for any 
be ſo ? The general Anſwer is, No; we _/ 
t all, and muſtſbe all his Servants all the ' 
ks of our lives. But ſome might ſay, 
ing you are all Fellow-Servants , and that 
1 you, and your work do belong to one 
ter ; Why then are you diſagreeing with 
another about the work! But Oh! 
ſoul longeth that ſome might be awaken- 
| once to conſider, and to bethink them- 
Mes, how they came to this ſtate and con- 
Wion, and by what Right and Authority, 
ir Maſter keeps them in this. Bondage, 
t whether it is nor both lawful and poſ- 
ui, to come from under it ? 


: And 


(4) 

And in the firſt place it is to be all 
dered, that this Spirit, which is called 
Devil and Satan, had no dominion af; 
Man in the beginning; for God gave 
power over al] Beaſts, Fiſhes, Fowls, 
over-every creeping thing, that he 
Rule over them ; and in that time the 
vil, that old creeping Serpent, was | 
under, and could not ſpeak, nor com 
as with Authority, and he being bi 
ſubjet himſelf, he ſought to have d 
nion ; having lolt the glory. of thee 
laſting Kingdom, and ſo. he came to 
Woman, which was made and brought tall. 
in a time of fleep and perſwaded Wh, 
( Mark, not commanded) and his perf 
fion was, that ſhe ſhould break the G 
mand ot God, under pretence that ſhe (t 
be proited thereby : So here was | 
ſneaking underly ſpiric, coming to the\ 
man in a deceitful feigned manner, m 
Lye in his mouth, to ſee if he coulc 
ceive her, and lead her to be diſobec 
to her God and Maker: Who couldi 
have thought, that this ſpirir, that wa 
ject to all forts of miſery, ſhould. 
Reigned and Ruled over ſo many Mil 
of Thouſands of Men, both high and 
young and old ? Well, the Woman he 
ned after a Lye, and broke the Com 
of God, and weut to try whether this 


F Wap 
> had found out a way to make her 
& or not; and not only ſo, but went 
the Man, and gave him alſo, and he did 
+ Mark, this Devil, the old Serpent, he 
[not go to the Man, that was a work 
high for him ; but there comes his 
ipanion ( which was given of God ) 
th was of his Fleſh and Bones to tempt 
: he did not hearken to the Devil, 
to his deceived Wife, and he did eat, 
eir Eyes were opened, and.they were - 
 *Wmn'd, and hid themſelves : Here were 
Wo firſt ſubjects which the Devil had 
"Ms Kingdom, he having before this time 
dominion among the Creatures, which 
bad made. 
ww it is to be obſerved, that there are 
four ways to come into Dominion, to 
by Deſtent, by Election, by - Conqueſt, 


[/ YEA}ON. 
Jow which of theſe it is, by which the 
W got his entrance, is eaſy to be con- 
d: All that are wiſe will ſay, That it 
"Wby Treaſon and Falſhood, and that Man 
Weby came to be deprived of that Do- 
yn and Rule which he had before, and 
boldneſs was taken from him, and'he 
'aſhamed : So now ſee for whom you _ 
pleadingJall you_that are ſo zealoufly 
ding for the Devils Kingdom, (v:z.) for 
pd 1r2vtor, chat came into his Govern- 
, : ment 
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niche he can make no many yet that he 1 
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altho? he can make no man, yet that he iszore 
ble, after they are made, to keep themuſyin 
his ſervice; yea, altho* their Maker dayle: 
call for them to ſerve him: And ſo h{Kur 
this ſuppos'd neceſſity ( which 1s a Dope 1 
Arine well-pleaſing to the fleſh ) he keeyfpar 
Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and Peopltſſe 
in Bondage to his will; and not. only fiſte 
but he has ſo bewitched and beſotted hip 
whole Syn4zogue, and every ſort in It, thafſeo 
they cannot endure to hear that thy ſhoulliet 
be made free; and all that comcs to dence 
clarc Liberty totheſe Captives, avc +n open 
ing of the door of this Priſon-i1041e ( mal 
aarrf-Y nnto thoſk that are ſhut ur: within 
it; they cry ont againſt ſuch , -vvay witli: 
them from the Earth, let them he Crucified} 
Stoned, Hanyved, Burned, Impriiuwvned 2a 
Baniſhed ; or at leaſt, derided aii& mocklfhy 
ed at, and all manner of evil be ſpokaſk 
of them : And what have they done ? Thejlh 
bave preached againſt ſin, ther. it muſt coma 
to an end,and have preached that that whid 
15 perfect is to be found in this life;,by which 
rnen might come to the acceptable Year off 
the Lord, unto whom there is nothing ac-Þ 
ceptable which is imperfect. | 

Certainly, there 1s no manner of Slaves, 
to well contented with their Bondage, 8 
tne Devil's are; and therefore it is worth Þ 
the conſidering, what right he has to Reig! 
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sÞorer Mankind, and what Work it is, he 
muſgives his Servants to do, that is ſo well 
dayleaſing unto them, that they cannot en- | 
0| « to hear of being ſer at liberty, as long | 
ts they have a day to live: As for my | 
ceepſart, I have conſidered, what right the 
2optffevil can claim to the Government, which 
y foie has among the Children of Men, Reign- 
d ting over Kings and Princes, Prieſts and 
thaFeople, from one Sect to another, ſetting il 
oullhem all +2 work in blind Zeal one againſt {| 
| deother ; yet/ all agreeing in this one Que- | 
penſion ( to wit) Is there any Man or Wo- Th 
( than upon the Earth thar is free from un- | | 
thier the Reign of thc Devil, that he can 11 
witifive without fin ? Or is it poſſible for any 
thedſh be ſo ? The general Anſwer is, No; we _____ <0 
andfe all, an. muſt/ be all his Servants all rhe Wi 
ockliys of our lives. But ſome might ſay, 
pkaſkeing you are all Fellow-Servants , and that 
"hejjþch you; and your work do belong to one 
omeſter ; Why then are you diſagreeing with 
hicife another about the work ! But Oh! 
hich ſoul longeth that ſome might be awaken- 
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And in tne firſt place it is to be 
dercd, that this Spirit, which is called 
Devil and Satan, had no dominion of 
Man in the beginning; for God gave, 
power over al} Beaſts, Fiſhes, Fowls, & 
over every creeping thing, that he ſha 
Rule over them ; and in that time thelF, 
vil, that old creeping Serpent, was I; 
under, and could not ſpeak, nor comng, 
as with Authority, and he being by 
ſubject himſelf, he ſought to have daſh 
nion ; having lolt the glory of the a 
laſting Kingdom, and ſo he came to 
Woman: which was made and brought faſk; 
in a time of ſleep and perſwaded 
( Mark, not commanded) and his perl, 
ſion was, that ſhe {hould break the Cy 
mand ot God, under pretence that ſhe ſhc f 
be proited thereby : So here was bi 
ſneaking underly ſpiric, coming to the Wh 
man in a deceitful feigned manner, witfy, 
Lye in his mouth, to ſee if he couldQ 
ceive her, and lead her to be diſfobed 
to her God and Maker: Who couldlf, 
have thought, that this ſpirir, thar was..q 
zet to all ſorts of miſery, ſhould I: 
Reigned and Ruled over ſo many Ml 
of Thouſands of Men, both high andlfþ, . 
young and old ? Well, the Woman hee 
ned after a Lye, and broke the Comm 
of God, and weut to try whether this 1, 
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- at bad found out a way to make her 
Tier or not ;, and not only ſo, but went 
MN WF the Man, and gave him alſo, and he did 
ol : Mark, this Devil, the old Serpent, he 
'Þ not go to the Man, that was a work 
- *Þ high for him; but there comes his 
thel ppanion ( which was given of God ) 
2 ich was of his Fleſh and Bones to tempt 
mn; he did not hearken to the Devil, 
©" to his deceived Wife, and he did eat, 
* UK their Eyes were opened, and they were 
cmd, and hid themſelves: Here were 
10S two firlt ſubjects which the Devil had 
It tis Kingdom, he having before this time 
dF ominion among the Creatures which 
xrid4 had made. 
* MINow it is to be obſerved, that there are 
(af four ways to come into Dominion, to 
bt by Deſcent, by ElcE on, by Conqueſt, 
© ll by Treaſon. 
WINow which of theſe it is, by which the 
1d i got his entrance, is eaſy to be con- 
"Med : All that are wiſe will ſay, That it 
d Þby Treaſon and Falſhood, and that Man 
®Freby came to be deprived of that Do- 
| ion and Rule which he had before, and 
boldneſs was taken from him, and he 
he leading2ſall you that. are ſo Zealouſly 
Fading for the Devils Kingdom, (viz.) for 
PÞold 1-177, chat came into his Govern- 
1 ment 


& aſhamed : So now ſee for whom you _ 
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ment by a Lyc, and ſpoiPd our Predett An 
of their Dominion,Glory and Powera@® 
by ſ{in> for which you are now ple 
Oh, bluſh and be aſhamed every one off 
and let your mouths be ſtopped for en 
But now, ſeeing that it fell out ſo, 
was the determination of the Lord in 
matter ? Hearken to his Sentence : 
eo the Serpent ve ſaid, becanſe thou haſt < 
e10u ſhalt creep upon thy Bully, and art « 
above all Cattcl ; and :vove all the Beal 
the Field, See, he muſt creep upon hisÞ* 
Iy, and not ſtand upon his  T ip-roes; lil 1 
up his Head above the Nations ; he mul 
Duſt, and the other Beaſts mult eat 
Graſs of the Field ; but he Duſt allthet 
of his Life, and not the Fat of the 
and to have the tenth part of the Fn 
of the Earth beſtowed on his me: 
Servants, having alſo the other ninep 
of it beſtowed and ordered to his 
and fo ſhall it be with thee as long ast 
lIiveſt; thar is not to ſay, that he 
live for evcr, and to have dult to cat, 
a Belly to creep vpon ; But at laſt Q | 
has determined, that his Head ſhould 
bruiſed, there is lis end. Oh ! all yel 
ders for Sin, behold your Prince, and 
his Sentence and be aſhamed, and ſtop | 
Mouths for ever. 
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440d now, when he had gotten a little 
. Hminion, Ict us examin a little, how this 
tor uſed his Rule in the beginning : 
firſt Leſion was, to teach his new Sub- 
Þto hide chemſclyes from the preſence of 
&d: That which before was their chie- 
1 a Joy and Crown, was now their grea- 
> . Þfear and dread ; and fo they run under 
2 I TECSs hiding themſelves, as their Po- 
\+ ity now does at this day ; but the Lord 
B-,iid them out, and ſpoke to them, and 
hi-@«them to hear that dreadful Sentence z 
. 1jÞ 00 only ſo, but drove them out from 
— ie Life was to be found, into the Earth, 
ethere was nothing to be gotten with- 
& pain and Jabour;z; and whereas they 
before in Dominion, and had nothing 
bo, but to dreſs the Garden in which the 
was, they muſt now till the Ground, 
hn brought forth unto them Bryars and 
Jorns; and in that ſtate Man's Miſery 
great, and his Sorrow unſpeakable ; 
his darkneſs not to be expreſſed; and 
loſt his diſcerning of things that dif- 
and having an expeCtation of a Seed, 
»ul{Þ< ſhould deſtroy the Serpent,and bruiſe 
» pIead, he was apt to think that Birth to 
5 that Seed (as his Children in the Fall do 
this day) ſo that when Carr was born, 
Mother ſaid, ſhe had gotten a Man 
mthe Lord : But poor Woman, ſhe knew 
NOT 


le 


ev 


ast 
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not the Seed, and how that that ſeedwfft 
is born of the Fleſh is a Perſecuter, and 
the Enmity is great in the firſt birth; 
fo that although he grew up to be an Oli 
yet he did not grow up in dominion 
the Serpent, nor over the quality of 
Deſtroyer in himſelf; and thar fort of ( 
ring was more acccptableto the Devil 
to God. And now mark, That Manny 
Sinner, and yet relizious, his Sin and 
ligion were conſiſtent, and could haveylik 
together at one and the fame time in 
man) as it is now with the Profellorsoff 
Age; whoſay, they are Sinners, and 
their beſt Works are polluted and deft 
with Sin,and that they muſt remain ſo niſſe 
they live ; and yer they will ſeek af 
tance with God in theſe polluted ( 
rings; notwithſtanding they do profes 
to be pure to whom they offer. Thus 
this firſt Sacrificer blind and darkened, 
ſo are many Thouſands aſter him, and 
dominion of the Devil was over him. 
Firſt, Deceiving him, by leading hit 
expect an acceptance, becauſe he Offe 
though with an evil Heart. | 
Secondly, To lead him into the evil wif? 
had kept him from acceptance. 
Thirdly, By making him ſo wroth Þ 
angry (becauſe he was not accepted) agaliac 
his Brother that did weli, and was part 


[ 
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ed the one ſure Faith of the Ele& Seed of 
andWod : And the Serpent having thus darkened 
th;Mind, then he durſt come before him 
| Offith a Lye (though he was a Man, of whom 


lon ofe thought, that ſhe had gotten him from 
y off Lord) perſwading him, that if that 
of (ithful A4c! was our of the way, that then 
Vil &would be better with him : ſo he hear- 
lannned to the Counſel of this evil Spirir, 
and ſd ſhed innocent Blood about RKelzgios : 


verſe Perſecution got his Entrance into the 
: in World, by one that was an Ofterer, and an 
'soffal doer together ; a fit Inſtrument tor ſuch 
Vork- Burt behold, what became of this 
Mn? The Blood which he had ſhed, and 
Earth which had drank it up, cry*d for 
Fngeance againſt this bloody Offerer, and 
| fear?d exceedingly, and ſaid, #e could 
pbear his Puniſhment ; and ſaid, Every one 
Wt finds me will ſlay me ; and to prevent 
t, he went and built a City in the 'Land 
Nod ;, here was the beginning of Fortt- 
ations, which was to defend the Tranſ- 
$eſſor ; for the K:ohecous have a Tower, 
Mmely, the Name of God, and there they 
fafe without ſuch Gates or Walls. 

Now let every one conſider how little 
ht this ſpirit had inall theſe things ; bur 
th Fentred by a Lye, and reigned by a Lye, 
aged darkneſs and deceit was his defence for 


tis Government 3 and how little reaſon 
there 


"C20 


there is to plead for ſuch a ſpirit, let# 
wiſe in Heart judge. 

It would go beyond my preſent aim 
purpoſe, to trace this ſpirtr, who is all: 
the Devil and Sat ai, the Dragon and « 
Serpent, through all Apes, lince the br 
ning, to ſee with how little Truth, Righ 
Equity he came up, to reign among n 
The underitanding Reader of the Script 
of TI ruth), can ſee it clear enough ; and j 
a great wonder (and one of the greateſt) 
is in thar part of the World callec bij 
dome, tltat there are ſo many men (beingt 
of knowledpge in other matters, and ſuck 
ſet up the Scriptures, fo much as they { 
to do, calling it che Word of Go. thef 
of Chriſtians, the Light of the V' .:-1d, 
Guide of Lif:, Cc.) that thev 1: ud 
with ſuch a Book in their Han'. , pivaC 
for the DeviPs Kingdom, 2nc tor a necel 
that it mult continue as long as there i 
Man upon Earth: Whereas the Scripture 
ſubſtance is nothing elſe but as a Decla 
on againl{t him and his Government, 
ſhewerth, how he ought to be torſaken, ( 
poſed, reliſted, and caſt out ; and wit 
how that primitive, pure and holy, 
righteous Law of that Spirit, which is0 
led God; and is holy, pure, and bleſſed 
evcr, how that ought to be embraced 
ceived and cxalted in the whole Creati 


| 
| 
| 
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| ay, this is a very great wonder, of which 
id of the conſequences thereof, the Chriſti: 
ns ſo called have cauſe to be aſhamed ; yea, 
TJ re a Reproach to the whole World ; and 
and $* is high time that ſome do ariſe for God ; 
© had the Call is gone forth, Who is on the 
Rio Lord's part ? Exod, 32. 26. The Devil 
no 0195 2D innumerable Hoſt to plead for Sin, - 
Scrin ome with Arguments, and ſome with cruel 
and of Yeapons ; Bur who is on the Lord's part, 
eſt tat can ſay, the Lord reigns in Righteouſ: 


5 let 


ond mat Sin muſt ſtand, and remain as long as 
NT (0 live. - Be it known unto you, in the 
10 Name of the God of Heaven, that where 
Pin rem3ins, there the Devil is Prince and. 
ul uler: Aud if that muſt remain as long as 
"ou live, the Dcvil deſires it no longer ; for 


necexte that will be his ſervant in this Life, muſt =F7 


"IC Whe his Companion in the World to come: 
Prout hear ye the Word of the Lord, thou 
claJereat Hoſt and mighty Army of the Devil, 
it, Meal, Serpent, and the old Deceiver,/who 
cn, Ghlead, that his Government ſhall ſtand as 
Wilong as there is a man to live upon Earth- 
y, FThe Controverfie of the Lord God Almigh- 
is Biy is proclaimed, and begun againſt you all, 

nd your Prince; yea, the Arm of the ever- 
ed Flaſting God is ſtretched out againſt you, and 
rea B hence- 


(12) 
benceforth ye ſhall not be proſperous ; by 
the Dominion of your Prince ſhall be le 
ned, and both his and your Power ſhall | 
weakened, and your Weapons, both of I 
cert and Craclty, ſhall be broken, and cone 
to nought : The Inheritance of the Wick 
ſhall be laid waſte,and the deſign which hat 
been carried on ſo long, ſhall be fruſtrated; 
Deceit and Falihood ſhall fall before tk 
Truth, and Darkneſs ſhall flee before t 
Light; and your fortified City ſhall fail you 
and the Laud of Nod will not be a hidin 
place for you : For the Arm of the mighn 
God of 7.cob ſhall ſcaiter you as a Reproach 
and make you aſham'd of your Work andd 
your Prince. 

Now, to touch a tittle at your Argument 
which the Servants of this Spirit make u 
of, for to hold up his Kingdom ; of whid 
they ſay, Ir is impoſſible that it ſhould t 
brought down ; even as if God had give 
up all Mankind (which is the beſt of hs 
, Creation) unto the Devil ; and that it 
ſhould keep none of them for himſelf t 
ſerve him, till they have fulfilled the Devily] 
Work to the full, and can ſerve him no lov F 
ger : Certainly the Heathens, Afoors, anly 1 
Indians have a better Doctrine than theſe iſ, 
the ground though darkneſs is over thet 
\ Underſtandings, as concerning God ant] 
Heaven, and ſuch things, yet many of _ { 


(13) 
Ie do not judge that there is ſuch a neceſlity to 
do Evil as long as they live; but abſtain 
from that which they know to be evil, and 
they that do ſo, are eſteemed to have their 
"ml pleaſure and delight in the Elizium Fields, 
after they are dead, £Zucilins ſaid, Know 
ye not, what grievous Puniſhments and Tor- 
ments the wicked and evil men are to ſuffer 
after this Life; or in what great Happi- 
neſs the good men ſhall live * The Hea- 
Fon then Epicarmns ſaid, If thou art godly in 
"If thy mind, thou ſhalt ( being dead) not ſuf- 
= fer evil: And many ſuch ſayings are among 
| them : But theſe fallen Chriſtians, who 
plead a neceſſity to ſerve this Spirit, whom 
they call the Devil, whoſe place they will 
confeſs is in Hell, and in the everlaſting 
fire; yet they notwithſtanding , withour- 
doing good, expect to enjoy their El;z:um, 
val © wit, a Heaven where God and the holy 
© hi Angels dwell for ever. 
© of, Now let us examine a little what reaſon 
7 there is for this great miſtake. 


fo | Firſt, They ſay, That Sin is rooted and 
y Nanted in the Nature of Man, yea, ſo that 
It Man maſt ceaſe robe a Man, before he can 


oy rome to ceaſe from being a ſinner, 


- | Anſwer, That Man in his natural ſtateis 
" {united with Sin, as that he thereby is ſe- 
B 2 parated 


— 
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# parated from God, I donot deny ; and alh 
} .-- rhat there isa natural Inclination in Man, 
I; to commit Sin, 1s alſo true; to wit, x 
long as they remain in their natural ſtate 
aidcondition. And if theſe Championsfat 
the Devils Kingdom had blotted out (on 
of that which they call their Rule) all thok 
pretious ſayings, that make mention of z 

ſtate of Grace, of being under Crace, 
being Charged or Tranſlated, of being &| 
deemed and made Free, of being waſhed, 
cleanſed, Janitified perfetHy in foul, body ail} 
pir:t; and many more ſuch places ; thet 
they had had a Plea for their Prince, But 
ſeeing there is ſuch a large Teſtimony 
the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, and 
his Power aad All-ſufficiency to redeem and 
fave, therefore it is worthy to be pleaded] 
before we allow the Devil ſuch an unlimit 
red Power inand among, yea, over al] tit 

Sons and Daughters of Men., And ther 
fore, as concerning the firſt part of this Ob! 
jection, to wit, That Sin is rooted in tl 
Nature of Man ; How came it to be rootte 
there? Whoſe work was it tomakeit folf 
Was it the work of God ? Or hath k 
ordered ir, that it ſhould be ſo ? If 6 
-— — Why is any Man or Woman puniſhed a 
condemned for its being ſo) ſeeing it col 
not be otherwiſe ? But none elſe but fudp- 
as are wholly blind from a true ſence. 
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th God will dare to ſay ſo : For then the mani- 
\ fold calling of Sinners unto Repentance,to 
_ waſh them, to cleanſe them, to put away 
- G the Evil from them, to ceaſe to do Evil, &6. 
muſt all be againſt his will and ordering, 
and ſo conſequently but a mockery ; -bur 
hoſ God forbid that any man ſhould fay or 
think ſo. Well, if it was not by the: or- 
- | dering or appointment of God, but that 
*z,.| God has made Man righteous in his Nature, 
hed Will and Aﬀections ; yea, in the Image 


D 
a... 
__ 


"needs be another that has wrought this 
great work, to plant Sin in his Nature; 
v off 2nd when it is examined, it will appear, 
} Of that it is the work of a curſed Outcalt, an 
1 al unclean, lying, treacherous Spirit, who was 
del rejefted of God, and had no place in the 
. 1 whole Creation, but by framing a Lye, he 
| the broaght a poor woman from her Integrity 

and Obedience; and ſo from that came a 


or Foundation was laid for the Devil to 
build upon ; and from that time he has 
- ſoff 2Iwaies had a Rule in the Hearts of the 
$ Children of Diſobedience : But now that 

| this Rule and Government ſhould not only 
1. be Univerſal, bur alſo irreſiſtable and unal- 
" uk. terable ; yea, though God Almighty ſtretch 
40. forth his Power, to redeem any out of this 
off Kingdom, to bring NE” the Ringoon 
af © G 3 


of God he created him 7 Then it muſt—-—7} 


| great alteration to be in her, and a Ground —— | 


| 


f 
| 
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of his dear Son ; yet they ſay,ſit is impoſſ- 
ble for him, till ke dies. th as _ 
to ſay, If God will have any man to ſerye ( 
tim perfectly, he muſt firſt kill him, and 
then he ſhall have him to his Service in ans 
ther World : Oh horrible Ignorance of the 
; Power of God, and of the end for which 
! |-—-— Chriſt came into the World ! namely, to 
}; -— deſtroy the Devil and his Works. Now, 
i when his work is deſtroyed, which has 4 
'|—-. . tendency to corrupt Man's Nature ; then 
| the nature of Men and Women. come to 
be again holy, clean, and pure, and Man 
comes to be reſtored to his firſt Image, and 
the Glory of the firſt Body is again known, 
of which all the Bond-ſlaves of the Devil 
are ignorant ; and this Power to reſtore 
the nature of Man again, is the Lord's a}, 
lone} it was the Devil that corrupted it, and 
it is God that ſanQifies it again, and deli-K, 
vers it by the Spirit of [Judgment and of Bur-F 
ning, which the Hypocrites cannot bear. 
Now, the manner how the nature of Man 

came to be corrupted, you have heard that 

it was by Man's joyning with that ſpirit, 
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that was fallen and caſt out from God, and 
had only a power in the Darkneſs, and 
could not reign over any thing, but over 
that which he could draw from the Glory 
of God into the Darkneſs : And God, who'Sh 


dwells in the Light, being moved with inf" 
nite P.. 
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I ite Compaſſion, ſent his Eternal Son, that 
I as with him before the world was, that 


he ſhould be made partaker” of the fame 


Ii ure in which Man was created, that by 


the vertue of the Eternal Power he might 


{reſtore him unto God, and might miniſter 


tmto the Spirits of all ſuch, to whom this 


Ad&rkneſs and corrupted ſtate was as a Pri- 
{6n-houſe : And this Jeſus received not the 
JSizture of Angels, that was not his work, 


but he received the Seed of Abravam, which 
mas in Captivity, that he might redeem it 
om Captivity through death, ſuffering un- 
ler the weight of that which oppreſled the 


! ICreature, and cauſed it to groan after Re- 


lemption ; ſo that although it could not 


(liver ir ſelf, yet it might come to be deli- 


fered through Faith in him who is mighty 


. Þ fave; And this Jeſus, which was of the 


ed of Abravam after the Fleſh, puriheth 

Nature cf all thoſe that join with him ; 
r the work of the Devil is, to bring 
| Corruption, and the work of Chriſt is, 


*Þ deſtroy it, and inſtead thereof, to bring 


everlaſting Righreouſnels. ' Now, where 
In is remaining in the Nature, there the 


dd, but are yet under the Power of the 
Fince of the Air, whatever they may pro- 
: And the death of Chriſt is yet of no 
I B 4 yalue 


dvenant with Hell and Death is not bro- T,> __ | 
kn, neither are ſuch in Covenant with .--» 


Dan! 
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yalue nnto them, becauſe they are yet aÞ- 
their Sin and corrupted Nature, unchange 
untranſlated : So that thoſe that hold thi 
Plea for the Devil, That becauſe he once pill 
« place in the nature of nan, and has corrneÞp 
zed it ; that therefore Sin muſt remain(ſo i I 
as the Life or Nature remains ;, ſuch : 
ſtrangers to the work of God, "and to li 
Power, by which he worketh, and alſo tafſs 
Chriſt Jeſus, through whom he works ; an 
they have more Fatth in the Power of thc 
Devil, than in the Power of Chrilt, = 7 
ving that the Devil is more able to keepin 
the Creature, and to hold faſt that, which 
by deceit and treachery he has gotten in it 
then God (who made the Creature good inf 
his nature) is able to reſtore it to his ri 
purity, that the Creature might come tal 
lerve him in Righteouſneſs and Holinesg 
And ſuch as fo believe, are no true Chriſt 
ans, nor true Believers : But are ſtanduyy ! 
in the corrupt nature, that has unity will 
- the Devil, and plead his Cauſe, who is with: 
ling, that his corrupt Birth ſhould live Wl 
Man, as long as he lives in the world ; foie 
he knows, that ſo long no acceptable Cari 
fice can be offered up to God ; for you cath: 
not bring forth a clean Sacrifice out. of # 
unclean Veſſel; and as long as Nature is d ; 
filed, the works will be vnclean that amFit! 
wrought in that nacurc. o 

to 
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et a Secondly, The ſecond pleading 1s, Fhat 
wwedhever any Man was freed from Sin, ever 
thiddre $i firſt ew71red 1nto the World ;, and that 
e otfereſore 1t 15 Preſumption to expet ſuch a 

UL. pg in this L ife, 
lag] 4-/ie. If this Poſition were true, that 
- areffere was never any Man freed from in ; 
o hit it would be preſnmption to ſay, that 
© taffed ſhould not be able to do that which 
and never did ; and 1t is alſo preſumption - 
f thhconciude, that never any Man was freed 3 - 
xlietif this Poſition be falſe, then not only the 
keepſmnſequence is falſe, to wit, that none can be 
hick$d,but alſo the Argument ic ſelf is proved 
1 ite a Lye,and fo is ſwept away, & a door js 
xd inffiened unto all, that has more love to Righ- 
irf@uſneſs, than to Sin, both to hope and to 
e tofpet, that the ſame work ſhould again 
ne wrought in and for them, without pre- 
iſtÞWption. Now, that all men are finners 
dinF nature, is evident; and that ſome 
wittire changed out of that natural State, 
with 2s evident; ſo that the Queſtion is 
e inſly, Whether thoſe that are tran- 
 forfied out of that ſinful nature, remain 
acr{ul, yea or nay? Which if it be fo, 
catFhat advantage have they beyond others, 
f aflthey after they are tranſlated, muſt re- 
5 defi unfreed ? But 1 anſwer with the words 
mEthe Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 4.17. He that hath 
ed in the fleſb, bath ceaſed from Sim. 


Kd here he ſpoke of ſuch that were yer 
'Y in 
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ia the Body, but had ſuffered with, a! 
were made partakers of the Suffcrings al 
Death of Chriſt, which was to fin ; throw 
which every one muſt paſs, before they 
come to the Reſurrection, that is in Chril 
by waich ( faid Peter ) They obrained iP 
anſwer of a good Conference in the ſro @ 
God, which he calls the Bapes/- that Sam 
Now, ſome having been partakers of th 
Death, Baptiſm, and Reſurrection of Chri 
by which they came to ceaſe from ſin; a" 
to have an anſwer of a good ConſciendF; 
without offence bath to God and M# 
( which none that ſins can have ) then m 
there ſome lawliully expect to come to tif 
enjoyment of the ſame ſtate of freed? 
and clearneſs, as well now, as formerly wil 
out preſumption. 

Seconaly, I anſwer with the words of 
Apoſtle Fohn, 1 Joh.3. 9. He that 5 bd 
of Gad fianeth not, becauſe his ſeed avid 
in him, and he cant fin, fur he ts born 
G93, Now whereas there have been ſonf 
that were born of God, and have been! 
Children, and that they that were ſo, had 
vercome the wicked one, ſo that he col 
Nor touch them, but they had kept the, 
Garments white and unſpotted, and til 
ſome have been.freed from the Law of 
and death; and that ſome have walkedWp; 
blamable, and without ſpot, and had | 
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the old Man with his Deeds, and had. 


«@©#n the new Birth, ard could by the 
of Spirit call God, Father, which things 


ey i} manifeſt in the Scriptures of Truth, 
«<00 can deny, but thoſe that will deny 
4 Scripture; Why then ſhould any man 
-þy Won» that the ſame Works of Redempri- 
©,hovld not now again be brought to paſs ? 
Þ therefore it is lzwtul to expect jr 
rout preſumption. T his Argument be- 
1, qf(onfuted by experience of the Saints. 
non$0E'Y, The Faith of God's Elect is bur 
M in all Ages; and that Faith has nu- 
| the Hearts of many in former Azes, 
bastaught them to walk with 
; as for Inſtance, Enoch walk- Cer, 5. 
th God ſeveral Hundreds of 21. 
; and it would be a hor- 
thing ro fay, that he walked with 
. j& when he walked in fin; 2s if God 
td in a finiul way; for the Propher 
the Bloody-man, nor the worker of 
Kity dwells nor walks not with the Lord. 
FEnoch dwelled and walked with the 
and did not Iniquity ; for if he had, 
1d not have obtained a Teſtimony, 
- whe pleaſed the Lord for ſinners and 
1 ors do not pleaſe him. By 
; of 8 *Yoab walked with God, 2Per.2.5, 
- $ a Preacher of Righte- 
4 whs.in the old World; alſo Ze in 
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Sodom ,, which they could not hay 
if they had been ſinners, except thai 
been ſuch Preachers, as the Preacherzah, 
day ; but they were owned of God, 
they were mocked of men; and it sf 
of them, that they did inherit Righw,,; 
neſs which they preached : And of I, 
is ſaid, that his Soul as well as his 
Etrine was Righteous: And by they | 
Faith, Fob was kept in the fear of ( ; 
the Land of Vzz ; for that tauglth þ, 
to eſchew evil, by which he obtait 
Teſtimony of God, that heſy. 
Fob 1, perfe@ and upright, which , 
22. ſinner is; and if he had nah, 
free from ſin, it would 
been falſe to ſay of him, thar he eſcl 
- the evil, and was perfeft; and thvg, « 
Tryals were many, yet he ſinned not 
his Lips, neither did he charge God folffe... 
ly; and in the end of all his Tryalsg,-, 
cleared him of having ſinned, witnal 1p, 
that he had fonnd him faithful, and 
ceived a Sacrifice from his Hand fort 
zealous Profeſſors, that had charged 
with fin, whom God had cleared: hte. 
the ſame Faith cauſed Avraham and. 
to be partakers of the Promiſe ; and Afee 
ham was a Friend of God, of which 4, 
ſaid, That none could be, but: by full... 
his Will; and thoſe that do ſo, thy 
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Yrs: And by this Faith, 24ſes chuſed 
to ſuffer AﬀfiQion with 
*Weople of God, than to en- Hb. 11. 
"the pleaſures of ſin. So mark, 25. 
ſin and the pleaſures of 
7 d then he muſt be without ſin, by 
| + he obtained a Teſtimony, that he 
WH Servant of God, which finners are 
By Faith, Davia's Heart was made 
the Mind of God, and that is not fin- 
but free from it, for in him is no 
neſs at all. By the ſame Faith, the 
KEhets were choſen Veſſels of God, and 
Te upheld in their Teſtimony for God, 
were upheld in their Teſtimony for 
till they came to obtain that Teſti- 
, that they were the Men and Ser- 
as of God, which they could not have 
and withal Servants unto ſin ; and 
(cripture beareth Record of 
aiab and Elizabeth his Wife, Luk.1.2, 
they were both Righteous 
e God, not by an imagined Righ- 
Ineſs; but in regard to their Conver- 
In, walking in all the Commands and 
tes of the Lord unblamable; but if 
had been under the power of ſin, and 
"Mireed from it ; they had been neither un- 
Mable nor righteous, bur muſt at leaſt have 
Wlereſled ſome of the commands of the 
3, or elſe they could not be fſin- 
"T ners. 
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nery, Alſo Nathaniel, in whom @. 
was no guile, which condi 
Joh.1.48. have been, if he bad benf* 
- der the power of ſin; and 
more might 1 write upon this ſubje&,th 
how that many by this one Faith in all 
-have been delivered from fin, and be 
the Children and Servants of God; 
therefore, thoſe that are pratakers of 
Faith in this age, may hope and ex 
that the ſame work may -be wroug 
them; and this is no preſumption. 
if theſe Sin-pleaders ſhould ſay, thatt 
is none partaker of this Faith now at 
day, and therefore cannot be made 
from ſo, they will exclude themſelves, if 
they will hardly do, becauſe they 
fain have a nawe of being Believers" 
they deny the Works of che Truef th: 
In themſelves. 

Further, let us confider what theſe 
pleaders for fin have to fortify themla 
withal ; they ſay, they have the Script th 
plead withal for fin, which certainly 
never the intention of the Holy Spirit ade 
which ir was given forth, But ( ſaytll 
It is written in 1 Kings 8. 46, For 
— 8s no Man that ſinneth not. Anſw. 
very true, neicher do I plead, that! 
man is free from fin all the days oo”, 
life ( except Chriſt) but have conialF 


( 
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are all ſinners by nature, until they 
hanged 3 and beſides, there it % but 

n of a People that were under the 
of which the Apoſtle ſays, that ir 
nothing perfect ; but, ſaid he, the 
ing in of a better Hope did ; but the 

Þ did not purify the comers thereunto, 
'Þding to rhe Conſcience; but when 
of Offerers had offered, there remained 
dence of {in in the Conſcience 3 bur 
is that to the Chriſtians, who are 
to know a better Hope, and the Blood 
- Jpuriſicth rhe Conſcience , for thar ſame 
"le that ſaid, the Law made no man 
ft (under which Law Solomon was, 
Mo that People, concerning whom ir 
faid, there is none thart lives and fin- 

. Ftot ) notwithſtanding the fame Apoſtle 
F that it was the bringing 1n of a bet- 
lope, that did it : And what are 

o& Fighters for Sin, and Sin-pleaders 
_ Me ſo zealous, that they will rather 
the better Hope, than to ceaſe from 
lf not, then there is a pollibility to 

. Wade perfect by the Blood of Chriſt, 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats could 


{ 


dtner Objection is brought forth ; 
Fs, That the Apoſtc ' Paul ſatd,. that 

| in him, and that the good that 
| woul 


*.. + is 
world dog he aid nt; and the evil tl 
would#not do, that be did, | 


Anſw. That Paul knew the paſſing thre 
ſuch a State, is without queſtion, a 
not denied; bur this does not x 
at all, that he never knew no better $ 
or that he never came to perfection; 
in that place he makes mention of t 
States : Firſt, How it was with him, 
he lived without the Caw of God in his lit 
to fight againſt the Truth ; and he that 
he might do many things againſt rhe NS 
of Jeſus. Secondly, He declares of his; 
vincement » and how it was with him th 
when he Knew he ſhould not do no mottfhp 
gainſt the Truth, -and yet, not being wh 
changed he did things which he kne 
——— ought nor, by reaſon of ſin living and < 
ling in him; and that State he did 
-** call Happy or Bleſſed ( as theſe blind 
feſſors do at this day, that takes 
reſt in this State, and ſay, they cann 
be redeemed out of it (tor he ſpeakinghh 
of ſuch a Condition, crys out for [ 
verance) calling, it a miſerable Condit 
which plainly ſheweth, that his Eyes 
upon a further and better State, unto 
hz alſo beareth Witneſs ; ſaying, hed 
made free by the Law of the Spirlthis 
Life, both of the Law of Sin and of Dali, 
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which time he was yet in the Body. 
'Now, what reaſon have theſe Pleaders for 
Hito believe, that Paul was in all theſe three 
es at once ? And if not, why not in the 
? being the other two are but foregoing 
es, leading to the third, eſpecially conſ- 


Wring the many other Teſtimonies which he 
Fes of his being perfect, and of thoſe that 
W his Miniſtry were brought to perfeCtion, 
ing, concerning himſelf, Tzmothy and 
anus ;, We can do nothing againſt the truth, 
| in another place he teſtifies, 7 har he has 
wht a good fight, kept the Faith, and finiſhed 
S courſe. Now, if it was finiſhed, then there 
W no more to run; and if the Fight was 
ght, then the Enemies were no more 
"Fe, as they were, when fin lived and— 
lled in him. Again he ſays in another 
e: We preach Wiſdom among them that 
Perfect - That is, after the explication 
© ſence of theſe Sin-pleaders; we preach 
Sidom among none, except among thoſe 
Ft are already departed out of this world, 
© gone to Heaven. And again, As many 
Utes as are perfect, be ſo minded : That is to 
us, after their explication ; let none be - 
eV minded, before they be dead. Again 
» Dear Brethren be petfett, and of one 
Wd &c. But this, they ſay, cannot be 
Tihis Life. And again he fays to the He- 
s, Yon are come to the ſpirits of juſt Men 
| C 


made 


made perfett, and to God the righteons Judge 
all, &c, But where were theſe HcbremJÞ, 
were they yet alive, or were they dex 


ifdead, How came his Epiſtle to meet thenÞþ;; 


But a wilful Blindneſs is come over mz 
of theſe Servants and Miniſters of Da 
neſs, and they have rebellious Hearts again 
the Light, that diſcovers their Sin,and wou 
lead them out of it. 

But becauſe they have more love to 
than to the Light ;, therefore they ſeekt 
cover themſelves ſo much : But the day 
come that has diſcovered them, and the 
deceitful Coverings will not longer con 
them. 


Another Pleading 1s of that which is ſh 
ken by the Apoltle Fobn,1 Joh, 1.8. If weſ{ 
we have 10 ſur, we accerve our ſelves, and 
Truth is not in us, 


Out of which words every miſeral 
and pittiful Souldier of this great Prince 
Darkneſs thinks, he may Arm himſelf { 
ſficiently to fight againſt that which wc 
deliver them, and make them free: 8 
if this Scripture were ſeen and read i 
that Spirit by which, and in which it 
written ; then it would appear, that t 
Toba was not ſuch a great Friend to 
and the Devil (who is a Father of Lyes)Wſhi 


(29) 


hey would have him to be ; for in the 
me Chapter he had ſhewed before into 
hat ſtate they muſt come, before they 
{45 come to have fellowſhip with God, viz. 
0 walk in the Light as Chriſt was in the 
ight: And thoſe that ſaid, They had 
Jowſhip with God and Chriſt, ( as the 
ieſts and Profeſlors do at this day) and 
d not come to attain unto that ſtate, to 
lk in the Light, but inſtead thereof, wal- 
| in Darkneſs ; ſuch, ſaid he, were Lyars 

d did not the Truth, 
Ti Now he ſaid, His Fellowſhip was with 
4'ke Father, and with the Son ; which could 
it be, if he had walked in darkneſs, or 
s a Sinner, or that he had not walked 
the Light, as Chriſt was in the Light, 
|Þr then he would have made himſelf a 
yar, if he had been a Sinner, when he ſaid, 
| C he had Fellowſhip with God and 

Þriſt. 

And therefore it ought to be well ob- 
ed, that John ſpeaks there of a ſort of 
1 that were not yet brought to confeſs 
ar ſins, and if ſuch came to that Conceit 
TÞd Pride, as to ſay, they had no ſins to 
feſs, and ſo exalted themſelves above 
Witneſs of God that reproved them, 
1 ſuch deceived themſelyes. But if 
& that are ſo ſinful come to own that 
dich brings them to a Confeſſion of their 
”_ SI0S, 
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Sins, then God is faithful to forgive ſuf 
their Sins, and to cleanſe them from thi 
Iniquity. Now, when this is done, to wif-im 
when the Creature has confeſſed. his Sin,a&h 
God has forgiven it, and cleanſed higho 
what muſt then that man ſay ? Muſt he 

-- then ſay, that he has his ſin ſtill, when$Jo 
has it not ? Muſt he ſay, that he is filth 
and defiled, when he is cleanſed from 
that ? This would be a Lye; and if Ic 
ſhould be cleanſed from all ſin, he r 
certainly be cleanſed from Lyes ; andife: 
it was his Duty to confeſs the work of {M 
Devil, when it was ſtanding in him, wh} 
were his ſins, may not he now, being cle 
ſed, confeſs God's Work that has clean{{t ; 
him) he being cleanſed by him freely ? MP 
he therefore be cried out of for a Dec 

——- ver and Heretick? Who is ſo blind ti 
cannot ſec; that it 1s as ſerviceable as ne 
ful, and as lawful for a man that has knd 
the Power of God to cleanſe him,to conl 
that, ard to bear a teſtimony to that Waſhay : 
as it isneedful and lawful, when the Deafrove 
work is manifeſted in him, to confeſs tiſfid, 

and to bear a Teſtimony againſt that. þ »e 
Yet ſaith Jobr to thoſe that were if G0 

waſhed, 1f we ſay that we have not ſinnedgFight 

make God a Lyar, It is as much as if he wad C 

ſay, That even thoſe that are ſaved, iF8 tt 

confeſs to the Power of God, by which in 


(31) 
I ve been judged for ſin; and notto exalt 
Jihemſelves above it, as if they had never 
vid-fned, ſeeing that the witneſs of God teſtifi- 
1h in all} that they have ſinned, and come - 
if hort of the Glory of God. So that now 
- Wihe underſtanding Reader may ſee, that 
Job» hath not written here of an Impoſlibi- 
Itfity of being delivered from fin, but abſo- 
tely the contrary; namely, That thoſe 
jat cannot ſay, that they are without Sin, 
ay come, by confelling their ſins, to be 
leanſed and made free from it; yea, from 
| that which is unrighceous: Yer ſome 
Will ſay, that the Apoſtle in that place 
Meth the word We, as if he included him- 
If ; asif he would ſay at that time, /f / 
9wld ſay, that I bad no fin, &c. 

'Anſw. This is no proof at all, becauſe 
e contrary is prov'd before, to wit, That 
had fellowſhip with God and Chriſt, 
ich no man could have that walked not in 
We Light, as he is in the Light, and ſuch 
y as well, by the ſame manner of ſpeaking, 
Fove Fames to be a Curſer : Whereas he 
id, With the Tongue ws bleſs God, and with 
we curſe men that are made after the Image 
God.' And many more ſuch Inſtances 
4,Wight be brought forth of the Lamentations 
ad Complaints of the Prophets, concern- 
#& the Houſe of /ſrae!, which is tranſlated 
in that manner of ſpeaking, which does 
KB G3 not 
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not prove at all, that the Prophets wal gl 
guilty of ſuch Sin and Rebellion, of whigh pri 
they complained, Neb. g. 37, &c. Wil. 5 
how zealous are theſe Pleaders for ſin, yl di 
find out words which, they think, do ſenf tri 
for the upholding of the Kingdom of thaf 1b, 
Maſter, when there is not one word thy] @n 
properly belongs, or was written to thaſgir 
purpoſe, except that part of it, which tIghi 
Devil and his Servants, their Predeceſlagl fret 
has ſpoken or written, and that indeed nuf 
ſerve them ; as I once heard a Prieſt, th. T 
was exhorting of the People to imploy thaſ6od, 
1] ime and Ability to gather Knowled Prop 
confirming his Exhortation with the Scrifſ: 
ture, (viz) Gen. 5. You ſhall be as God. 4 
knowing good and evil. {heſt 
And another,a Merniſt Preacher in Notlghe; 
Holland, whilſt he was warning the Peoffmen 
to take heed of being deceived, he exbfthey 
teth them to imitate the deaf Addenfither 
Pſal.58.4. And ſo to ſtop their Ears againſt {God 
voice of the Charmiers, that charm never Mmab| 
wiſely. So the one hath his Proof from Whath 
Aaaers,and the other from the Devil. Sulfate 
Scripture-places as theſe, 1 do confeſs, thiſtrin; 
theſe Pleaders for fin may find to ſtrengtiaſfairh 
their Arguments ; but that which was wrifthat 
ten by the motion of the Holy Spirit f* Ax 
God, is a perfect Teſtimony againlt thd}fIm 
/ Wy 20d 7 
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W.al; againſt their Work, and againſt their 
al prince. | 

W - 50 having anſwered their chiefeſt Obje- 
W} tions, which they draw ont of the Scrip- 
MF tre ; by which they endeavour to prove, 
af Jbat none can be free from ſin in this Life, 
contrary to Row. 6, 22. I make haſte tothe 
a third great Argument of theſe Captives, 


Which they lay down againit their own 
freedom. 


Thirdly, That is, That it is the Will of 
God, to let fome ſins remain in the beſt of his 
People, to keep them bumble rhcreby, 


f 
: 
. Arſiv. If it be the Will of God, that his 
teſt ſervants ſhould ſin, then his will is done 
"Syhen they fin. ; And what reaſon have any 
men to be humbled and caſt down, becauſe 
they have done the Will of God ? but ra- 
Alter to rejoice and be glad, that the will of 
God is done, and that their will is confor: 
' Fable to the will of God, that the will of 
Wdoth can be done together : This 1s a very 
Wele way to the Joy of the Lord, if this 
Whrings to that ſentence, Well done good and 
If faithful Servant, &c. But wo unto choſe 
Jiat are given up to believe this Lye. 
if” Again, Let the underſtanding Reader 
}{1 mean thoſe that arc weary with their ſins, 


Wl and are willing to be freed ) conſider, ( for 
s C4 as 
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az concerning the other, they are my Opy 
ſers) How can God properly be called 
mighty ? and, How can the Work of th: 
Converſion of Souls properly be calld Hide 
if he is neceſſitated to borrow ſomethin i! 
from the Devil to keep his Children hunſ## 
ble withal ? Certainly we muſt concludW/f: 
That if God had a better way to do ifs 
th:t he would do it in. the beſt, and nyſpnee 
in the worſt way, viz. By Sin ; which is{@Ke 
very contrary to his nature. 

But let but theſe Sin-Pleaders ſuppoſguth | 
That if God ſhould ſtretch forth his Poweſtion 
ſo far in man: that it ſhould deſtroy all th@&r4 
\Vorks of the Devil, and caſt out Sin ; an 
cauſe his Soul to take as great delight anjien t 
joy in well-doing, as ever it had in Sin 
and ſhould plant Humility as naturally in thgled 
the Soul, as the Devil has planted Pride ifWati 
It, out, 

Now the Queſtion is, Whether this Ponapulels 


that woi hs this chanse, be not as able to keſfay wi 


I 


the Creature in this Condition, as to bring hinplto. 
to it, without ay help of the Devil cr lnporer 
Hork ? But they will ſay, 7s ſuppoſe athiggno 1 
that is impoſſible , is either againſt Reaſon Hum 
Preſumption. ſoa 
I anſwer, All things are poſſible with God uy 

{ 


except to Lye; and as concerning this, 
is not only p5oſlible, but the contrary 
impoſlible, bccauſe God hath ſo often p 


mISHE + 


ue 
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gd it, to make a perfect Work, and to 
ſh his Work in all them that truſt in 
Min: And for this end is Chriſt Jeſus come, 
nm | «be might deſtroy the Devil and his works. 
inflad in the Parable he ſaith, Mhen he comes 
i ſtronger, he ſhall bind "the ftrong man, 
< ſport h: * Goods, and caſt him out, This 
ems as if Chriſt, who is the ſtronger, had 
wh nced of the Devil, or his Goods either, 
(keep his People humble thereby : But 


Fr th through the Power of God, unto Sa]- 
ron : Except you will ſay, as the Prieſts 
is land ſay, Curſed is be that ſays, Faith is 
bent Sin ;, and let all the People jay, Amen. 


I 
nfſten the words of the Apoſtle muſt be read 


; : You are kept by a Faith, which is 
t xed with in, in the Power of God unto 
ation : But if you will have it ſo, ſpeak 
out, as they have done; but being you 
motels, T hat Faith is the Gift of God, we 
jy welt ſay, It is able to cleanſe the Heart, 
iopdto give Victory over the World, and al- 
gorer the Devil and Sin, and then there 
mhno need of fin to keep us humble: For 
Humility was a Fruit of fin, it would not 
ſoacceptable unto God as it is 3 for the 
{Fophet ſays, He giveth his Grace to the 
ble, and dwelleth with ſuch that are of a 

ite and broken heart. 


Again, 


Apoſtle ſaid, That they were kept by—- 


* 
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Azain, if a few fins, yea, though pave 
be but a Remnant, can keep men hunihnio 
hen a great deal of ſin mult needs mag5Wl 
| man more humble : So then let us pl.ca 
' => fully ſin, that we may plentifully be life 7* 
©-*- ble. Bur God forbid that ſuch Do&rinſee- 
ſuch Teachers ſhould go unreprov'd;W | 
they have exalted the work of the Dafgcn: 
beyond the work of God : And it is, 
caule ſuch Teachers have been countenat 
that the People have been led into for 
Blindneſs, Iznorance, ad hardneſs of He 
and that People have wholly loſt the 
and Expe-tation of a Day of Delivera 
and have taken up a Reſt in a ſinful 
flaviſh ſtate. by 
Ard now, if any come to preach the ##* 
ſpel, which brings Deliverance and Free Va 
to the Soul, their Souls being in a Reſt 4 
ready (though a falle polluted Reſt) (W#%* 
are look'd upon as Diſturbers of their RO 
and breakers of their Peace, and ſuch-lgs 
even as It was with the Prophet 4ppu 
when he cried out, (ic, 2. 10.) Arſene 
and depart, for this is not your Reſt, becaulie 
is polluted ; it ſhall deſtroy you, even with! 
fore deſtrutttion, io) 
But bleſſed be the Lord God of Heawgpe 
and Earth for ever, for he hath brougge!i 
forta his Day of Salvation, which mugwe 
have long'd after, and are longing, and 


- 
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| pare), that they might come to know it, 
om a ſinful ſtare is no Reſting-place, 
unto them as a ſtrange Land, in whic!; 
pcannot ſing the Songs of Sion, but ill 
Feru/alem in their remembrance,which 
-born- from above, longing after the 
j of Gathering, that the Lamb (and nor 
changeable Prieſts and Teackers) may 
Weir Light and Leader : Unto ſuch I ſay 
teſtifie in the Name of the God of Hea- 
Lift up your Heads, for the day of 
Redemption draweth nigh, and Deli- 
ance ſhall come out of S:07, the City of 
Solemnitys I[a. 33». 20. had kt migh 'y 
e ſhall be founded forth from the Holy 
tain, from the Lord of Hoſts, and thoſe 
> (8 hear it, (hall live, and the dead Bynes 1 _ 
N alley s ſhall be enltven?d, and the Joy of 
t& 4ay ball be oreater than the joy of the 
et, 
Now how and in what manner theſe 
vs will be brought to paſs, is a great 
ute among many, that are yet ſecking 
Sthe carnal wiſdom to conceive and com- 
Fehend ſpiritual things, and fo they come 
be ſcatter'd and divided in their imagi- 
tons : And therefore, in the mean time, 


etneſs, in the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, that 
weth every running-out of the mind, 


bc 


dſe that are become willing to fit down in 


7 come to feel the pure Fear of God to 
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be planted in their Hearts ; ſo that 
dare not think their own Thoughty& 
ſpeak their own Words. And here ne 
beginning of the true wiſdom, by 
wiſdom It 1s given unto them to wil 
ſtand thoſe things which they couk 
find out in all the time of their Travel 
Pains in the fallen Wiſdom. ll ſe 

And whilſt they were hearkening g 
the different Voices of men , they nl 
could have a Certainty : But now hearyue 
him by whom God ſpeaketh, whoisn 
feſt within them, whom their Ear is in) 
ned unto within ; they come to know ( 
tainly that which they know, through 

Teſtimony of the Holy Spirit, who alc 

able to reveal (unto thoſe that fear hi 

the Myſteries of God?s Kingdom ; and 
ſhuts them up from the W:ſe and PrudentW 
this world. | 

And therefore you that deſire to ba 
an underſtanding of theſe things , collf 
down from your high builded Towers 

Knowledge and Comprehenſion, and 

down in that pure Light, that brings 

Death upon the earthly wiſdom , and Ws 1 

come 2s Fools, that you may be wiſſD: 

and that wiſdom that is fo received, ſer! 
lead to know the Number of the BegÞma 
which the whole world, with all their #Þ wt 


cademnical Wif com, and all the Sects, 
[ 
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at Wir [oventions, are Strangers unto at this 
tg, a:d are carrying about with them his 
e We and the number of it, or his Mark, 
hich they are accepted among, men, 
| yet do not know what it is: But when 
[come to be wiſe enough to know it, 
@ honeſt enough to forſake it, then they 
[| ſee, that the Friendſhip of this world 
to be broken, and the Enmity to 
k againſt the Holy Sced ; and the ſeed 
Wes to ariſe and bruiſe the Head of the 
ity, and to nail it faſt to a Croſs till 
inWye> and then comes Freedom, then there 
ar no more, then there is Peace on 
, and nothing but Good-will towards —<<- 
men ; yea, to Enemies : Then anguiſh 
gd ſorrow flieth away, and the perfect 
Fe of God caſts out Fear, and there is 
ath no more; but that which is over- 
ie by Immortality. Bleſſed and happy 
Fall they that come to know that ſtate, 
L bleſſed are they that believe and waits 
Venjoy it 3 and bleſſed is that Hope which 
is thereunto, 
S#Now:as concerning the Chiefeſt Matter of 
ks Treatiſe (to wit) Conterning the Retgn of 
TW Devil among Men, there is yet one thing 
wrthy to be conſidered, of which there 
made mention in the Scriptures of Truth, 
J* which ir appears, That in the beginning 


W ſetting up of the Reign of Chriſt, _ 
that 
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that the everlaſting Goſpel was pread 
and that many T houſands had believed 
obeyed it, ſo that they came to be Wit 
{es of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; and thai 
Devil was calt out, diſ-throned, and put 
der their Feet ; and ſome were made Pri 
and Kings to God. I fay, after all t 
things aforeſaid, there came an Apoſt 
trom the Faith, by which al] theſe thi 
afore-mentioned were brought forth 
oi that Apoſtacy Paul propheſied to if 
Theſſalonians, and John by the Spirit 
how that the Devil ſhould get a great @ 
minion over Men, by many change: 
means and ways executing his Power, 
D:a70n ;, then as a ſtrange Beaſt with /| 
Fleads and ten Horns ;, at another time; 2 
little Beaſt with emo Horns ; then with 
Image ;. and then with a Whore, &&c. . 
rhat the Almighty God has ſet and app 
ted a time, a certain time ; to this dre 
ful, dark, changeable Government, and With: 
given Joh to know, that it ſhould laſt 1 
continue bur One thouſand two hundred nd 
threſcore d iys or years. And this is a | t] 
Lime) and hath its beginning and its el h: 
ing ; but the Kingdom of Chriſt, and alle! 
his Prieſthood, are both after the power t 
an endleſs Life. | k 
Wilt 
Notrit 
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Now, ſeeing that this laſt Power which 
Devil has gotten, is bur to continue his 
inted time, Why ſhould any be his 
nd ſo far, a5 to ſay, that it muſt conti- 
& alwaies, and that it muſt never come 
Sn end; and that People no ways can 
freedom from under his Tyrannical 
? Certainly theſe Men, that plead 
rongly for his continual Reign and 
» have more Reaſon and Underſtan- 
than they uſe : As for initance, Sup- 
that one had hired a Houſe or Farm 
Wother for ſeveral years, and the years 
p come to an end, that man to whom 
Þ Houſe or Farm belongeth, has adefire 
alive in ic himſelf. And the Inn-dwel- 
2F 00t being willing, and they both ſhould 
1 We to one of theſe Sin-pleaders, to hear 
Sjudgment and determination : I believe 
j would ſoon ſay to the In-dweller, thou 
depart ; the other 1s the Landlord, 
Wthou haſt had thy full time, and he now 
Wing to have his Houſe, he muſt have 
nd eſpecially if the In:dweller was come 
d the Houſe as a Thief in a dark night, 
off had kept it by Violence, and had 
FWmght no profit to the Landlord at all 
« this is properly the Cauſe between 
Id and this Prince of Darkreſs, for he has 
kſſed the Inheritance of God, and ruled 
writ ; not to the adyantage of the bw, 
ve 
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but to his diſadvantage and diſhonour ; No! 
yet theſe men will not do ſo much righy the 
God, as they will do to their Neighb 
But on the contrary, they ſay, That & þ 
Uſurper or Thief, that has ſtolen aways c 
Hearts of Men from their Creator, alt 1 
fit there as long as there 1s a Man with t 
the Earth, and not any man redcenlÞ ap; 
Oh ! bluſh for ſhame, ye Hypocrites, @: | 
you make a difference between Good pil 
Evil among Men, and will you not ju ap 
for God ? Come, take your Books &. | 
your- hands, and read the number offer 
years It is called 1260 days; reckon om: 
the reckoning of the Ancients, 30 dayHe 
a Month, and ſce whether that does fre 
make out 42 Months, and ſee whetherruſe 
Months does not make a Time, Times, ec 
half a Time; and ſee whac things are onllis « 
red to be in thoſe different Times ; andfx hi 
whether you can find out the beginning lo! 
thoſe Times, that io you may find the @ w: 
of them; for all thoſe that had their ay { 
fidence in the Number of the year 1666,Wnet 
now confounded, aſhamed, and their HE Pc 
is fruſtrated. Aud now it is high timdour 
wait upon the Lord, to get an Un 
ſtanding and Rnowledge which makesFBut 
alhamed, rth 
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: Now, the firſt thing to be conſidered, 
htþ the opening of this thing is: That the 
wag appearance of this Man-Child, thar 
tW born in Heaven by a Woman, that 
is cloathed with the Son; and had her 
x; upon the Moon, and was Crowned 
h the Stars. The firſt I ſay, that appear» 
W 2gainit this Child, was a great red Dra- 
$: Mark, this was no Subſtitute, under the 


devil, but was the Devil himſelf ; tho? 
JiÞ appeared in Heaven, as you may ſee 
3 W&. 12. 13. and he it is, that has given 
f&ner to all thoſe that have perſecuted this 


1Moman, or ber Seed 5 but as long as he was 
Heaven, he was no perfect Perſecutor ; 
re he had no Power, but only to be an 
cuſer of the Brethren, and therein he 
ed himſelf night and day: But by this 
s evident, that there was a Power 0- 
him, to which he accuſed them, and 
long they could not ſing; but when 
> @ was caſt out with his Angels, then 
y ſung: Now is Salvation come, and 
er, and the Kingdom of our God, and 
Power of his Chriſt ; for the Accuſer 
ur Brethren, that accuſed them day and 
W@ht before our God, is caſt down, &c. 
But then wo unto them that dwell on 
rth, where the Devil got his Power, that 


b great Wrath, Anger and Fury, and In- 
D dignation, 


Jithe Earthly Ground 3 there he Rules. 
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dignation, Perſecuting the Woman, antj ff #! 
leaſt appearance of her Seed ; and beraltec: 
he cannot do harm enough of himſelf b# */ 
goes and makes him a Subſtitute, to withhued 
Beaſt with Seven Heads, and Ten Howl ave 
Mark, juſt the Number of his own Helyhat 
and Horns, only he came out of the Wubſl 
and this out of the Sea or Waters, of wifftlive 
Waters you may read in Kevel. 15, 17, Iihat 
they are Peoples, Tongues, Langnages, and Mand 1 
1194.5; and out of them came this ſtragftime 
Beaſt, which the Devil counted worthy V 
have his perfect Power, becauſe he knjjdea: 
that hg would do his work for him to ppc 

poſe; and he received his Power for two 
ſpace of Forty Iwo Months : And hisiand 
Work was,to Perſecore the Saints: Secofyld 1 
ly, to ſet up the Worſhip of the Del ct] 
Thirdly, to bring the dread of this ſenfGſp! 
Headed Beaſt over the whole Ealflhve 
Foorthly, to Blaſpheme the Name of Glim 
and his Tabernacle, and them that dNan 
therein : And fifthly, to make Peoſfubſ 
believe, that there is no overcoming ofFanc 

Power : And theſe Works are ſpread;Fwho 
carried on by three unclcan Spirits wilftew, 
came forth out of the Mouth of the M(for 
£02, Beaſt, and Falſe Propher, over all uri 
dreas, Nations, Tongnes and People, and 
mas none able to reſiſt them, except thoſe 
Names were written in the Book, of the 


1 
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. 
' 
FY 
"T 


{ 
| 


( 45) 
of the Lamb, And as concerning them» 
Shecauſe they would not receive the Afark. 
Fe the Beaſt in their Fore-head, or Right 
iy h&d, they muſt be Baniſhed, and muſt not 
thve Liberty to Buy or Sell; and thoſe 


ſubſtance, and not an Image, though it was 
live ; thoſe muſt be killed, and when 
that Sort was all killed and- baniſhed ; 
2nd the whole World being brought, ſome: 
glimes to Worſhip the Dragon, ſometimes 
hw Worſhip the Beaſt, that had ſo many 
Wheads and Horns as the Dragon himſelf ; 
#d then to Worſhip a little Beaf with 
two H7orz's, that came out of the Earth ; 
od then to Worſhip the Image of the 
Wd ſeven Headed Beaſt : When I ſay, that 
Mu things upon the whole Ezrth were thus 
JGſpoſed, then was it as the Devil would 
have it; for now had every one ſubjefted 
Finſelf unto his Power, and received that 
AName or Mark, or the Number of the 
Whbſtitute, and admired his great Power ; 
Fand ſet him up as the chiefeſt among Men, 
Fihom none conld overcome, except ſome 
few, that had the Word of God it ſelf 
(for the other had the Scripture ) and 
durſt ſeal their Teſtimony againſt the Dra- 
we and Falſe Prophet with their Blood ; 
Wand becauſe theſe were but a few, and were 
f on killed ; they being dead, there was 2 
| D 2 Joyful 


that would Worſhip nothing but a Living ——- 
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Joyful and Merry World; the Devil wg | 
. well pleaſed, and they did ſend their Gif | 
to: ene another abundantly ; and thoſe thy 1% 
had been moſt buſie, and ſerviceable tokil|F 
the Witneſſes (that dared to ſpeak of +|/* 
nother Kingdom or Dominion, beſides tht® 
of the Dragon and Bea#t) they had tht 
greateſt Gifts: And in thoſe days ther $ 
was no prophecying, but in Sack-cloth,|® 
and that did not continue long neither, hai 
but the Prophets were killed, and bein 
dead, their dead Bodies were kept abow# 
the Earth, and were more eſteemed of tha® 
their living Teſtimony was, for thar plaguelſV 
all the Worſhippers of the Beaf. let 
So in ſuch a time have the Narions bea[#1 
ſo long, that they are ſo us'd to the Pomer#! 
and Reign of the Devil, that they plead far 
it, as if he had an undoubred Right there 
unto : And if the Devil might ſpeak hin-|: 
ſelf, he would not deſire of the Worldts] 
rule any longer than the World allowett}A 
him ; and they have forgot, that it is butÞl 
to continue forty two Months, whilſt th} 
Man-child was caught up unto God , anlf\r 
whilſt his Mother was 1n the wilderge{;0 
and alſo, that it was to be expected, that both} 
ſhould appear again in their appointed tims Þ\ 
But whilſt it was thus with the Work 
( viz.) That the true Church was not tq «| 
fownd upon Earth, but was fled away, as un [0 
t. Eagi 


6. 
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wa [Eagle's Wings 5 and that he, that ought t3'rule 
if (7 4, was canght up imo Heaven ; and 
that (18&t the Devil was in his place, the old Ser- FT 
o kl 74i:ng, and giving his Power to whom he | | 
of + [jt«/ed, to a great Beaſt, + little Beaſt, or | 
 thatſ# 4 Whore, or to any thing like bim. And | 
the [#bilſt Great and Small, High and Low, | 
ther Jond and Free, did wonder at bis Power, + | {0 
| Ni 
l 


loth, jd were ready to worſhip any one that 
ther Jad his Power, let thoſe whoſe Eyes are 
einen» but conſider in what a lamentable 1 
boyfate the miſerable World then was, and | 
thaſ#hether that Abomination, that made the 
pvefſWorld deſolate of God and all good Or- 

er, was not then ſet up in the Holy Place, c 
beey|#here It ought not : And was the World t 
we[Mthout a Religion, or without a Profeſſion | 
1 fax God and Chriſt in thoſe days ? No: 
ereey bore a Profeſſion of Chriſt that is un- 
jin-[dangeable, in all their changeable ways 3 
drojmnd this was a time of Gladneſs to many : 
vethjand they had many ſorts of Religions, and 
butfhen they came to be weary with one, - 


the Devil furniſhed chem with another. ' 
andjand when they had been exerciſed a long. 
eſs;]\me in the aforeſaid Wprſhips of the Dra-' 
oth [j0n,the Seven-headed Beaſt, the lirtle Beall, 
me jd of the Living Image, then there came 


rl 


forth yet a deeper Myſtery of Iniquity than | 
z & [itfore, the Mother of all theſe Abomina- | 


98 [0s ; ſhe ſhewed her ſelf not as a deſpiſed 
le! D 3 Whore, 
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Whore, but as a Queen deck'd with Scar. : 


let, Purple, and Precious-Stanes ; and tha 
very Beaſt, which none could overcome, F 


but the whole World had wondred after 


it, he himſelf muſt be under her command, F 
and muſt carry her vp and down upan theF 


Waters,which are Peoples, Lands, Tongues, 
and Languages. And this W hore hath ang 
ther deſign upon the poor blind World: 


( Mark) She comes with: a Preparation wF 


make all drunk, that they might not make 
uſe of their Senſes, to bethink themſeives 
where they were ; and that they might not 
have any ſuſpition agaipſt any thing, ſie 


furniſhes her ſelf with a Golden CupF 
which there was none that bad any thingF 


againſt ir, but every one cculd well recerve 


It; ahd this was but to deceive them ; forF 


any Potſherd of the Dunghill had been good 
enough ( yea, a Hog's Trough had been too 
200d ) to drink that out of which ſhe had 
to give ther. But ſhe mult give her drink 
to Kings and Princes, and Nobles and Cap* 
tains, and Merchants, and to all ſorts of 
men ; ſo ſhe-profter'd then her Cup, and 
they have all drank : But what have they 
drank ? Her Whoredoms, Fornications, 
and all Abominations of the Earth. How 


much ? Tillthey were druock. WhatdifF 


they then ? They committed Fornicatio! 


with her ; they were drunk of Abominaty: 
| ol 
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| 
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s, and the Whore was drunk of the 
ha $ood of the Saints and Witneſjes of Je- 
;; and yet the Name of Jeſus was {till 
fe plelſed upon Earth; that was not perſc- 
nd, xd, but rhoſe were perſecyted that wit- 
the ed) Jeſus himſelf, that rakes away ſin, 
h were perſecuted : For, ſhe being the 
ther of Whores, and having nothing to 
14; Foffer to her Cuſtomers but Abominati- 
\n ©, (he could not endure to hear , That 
ake which is an Abomination to the Lord, 
vesſ0uld be taken away, and that men ſhould 
nope without Sin, and be perfect; for, if 
then ſhe muſt he Chijdleſs, and as a W/i- 
p, and mult loſe her high place on the 
d of the Beaſt, and then they would nor 
£10 drunk of her Cup, and that would 
t tend to her advantage; therefore it 
y came to be witneſſes of Jeſus himſel!, 
drank the Blood of ſuch ; but if they 
wld be ccntent to drink her Cup, and 
a} Þ Youid pleaſe themſelves with good and 
pf ious words, and in the mcan time drink 
Þ ber Abominations, then they might live 
flouriſh as long as ſhe floariſhed. 
| Br alas! what do you think, that read 
«ith Underſtanding, was the ſtate of the 
rid in thoſe days ? Was it not high 


*Fance {hou!d be ponr'd out vpon this 
: flody Whore, and upon the Scat of the 
D 4 Beaſt 


+ me that Plagues, Indignation and Ven- 
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Beaſt upon which ſhe did ride, and vnolntch 
the whole Earth, which had commirteQzen 
Fornication with her * Is it not high tingsbe 
that the Carpenters ſhould come, Zadſſhor 
'T- 20, to cut off theſe Horns ? For at than, 
time the Power of Darkneſs was ſpread « 
over all, and the will of the Devil wget 
done, and his One Thouſand Two Hundrefſuur 
and Sixty Years were proſperous to hi Y 
Kingdom, and he did what he pleaſed; : 
if any ſpoke againſt him, and a painſt 
Kingdom , he would have them Kal "d, at 
then his Whore would drink the Blood « 
ſuch ; and there were none lefr, neithe 
great nor ſmall, neither bond nor free, highe( 
or low, neither young nor old, but them 
had ſubmitted Lienielves all of them, an D 
ſaid, Who 2s ihe bim? None are allet$l p 
overcome him - It is impoſſible to be made 
from under his power : He muſt reign as lmypti! 
5 we live - It is poſſible for us (cry they) the 
overcome Princes, Kingdoms, and ArmuPer 
ard therefore we go out and fight val;antly, oft 
many times we get Vietory, and become Conqit 
rors, but to overcome Sin, which the Devil b of 


- ſet up in us, that is impoſſ ible, and there : 


but t 


'*. Ft 1s in vain to trouble our ſelves about " 


” we will not do any thing concerning it, 
Te have ara: ina F aith, that it 15 impoſſ 
To perform or accompliſh it. 


45/4 


And thus has the whole World been he- » 
witched, 
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Uh ched, in the time when the Devil 
itteſipn'd : And will he and his Servants make 
4 7 believe, that it muſt continue ſo always? 
Zadſſhough never any other time was given 
hafim, but ſuch as was limitted ;, arid in the 
| of that time we underſtand there 1s a 
ageat Alteration to come to paſs; to-wit, 
lat the Church, the true Woman, muſt come 
of the Wilderneſs again , the Man-Child 
af come down again, and aprear upou Earth, 
F Wed rule the Nttions wieh a Rod of Iron, _ 
Whore muſt be judged ;, that Sorrow, Death 
{Famine muſt come por her is one day: ; and 
ſat ter: Kings ſhould anree together, t0 burn ber 
jofielb with Fire ; and that the Snoak of her 
rments ſhould ajcend to Heaven; and then mu 
Dragon,the Beaſt ,and falſe Prophet, that had 
preach? d Peace, thy it w as fo, at avove aid, 
mrſt all be taken, whilſt rhcy are yet alive 
this Work and in heir Power, ad be caft in- 
the Lake _ Wrath of Ged, which burnceth 
I ever; and theſe Princes, and Captains, age 
krchants, nd Inhatita nts of tive Earth muſt 
dhe! ad Lament beca: uſe of this great Alteration, 
ul And therefore, ſeeing that ſuch a timeis 
oÞwfully to be expected, in which the De- 
I, the old Serpent, may be thruſt our of 
$ dominion ; and that then the time of 
j and Rejoicing will be for the Upright, 
8 worth"the ſpending of our Labour and 


ine, to find out that time, that ſo it may 
not 


- 


"Py 
not come over us, and we ſee it not, \ 
know ir not, and fo let it pals by, ast 
*ews did, and ſo doting and waiting for 
aS a thing which is yet to come, as 
do at this day ; when almoſt two thouſ 
years are paſt,ſfince the thing is come topak 

Now, you know the Jews had a Prophg 
which told them the time when the 24; 
ſhould come ; atorchand, to wit, Dae, 
you may ſee, Dan. 9. 24, &c. where 
told them, That it was ſeventy weeks th 
were determin'd upon the People and upt 
the City, and that the Holy One ſhould ! 
Anointed. Now, this was not ſuch a pre 
Myſtery to them ; they Knew i: was cond 
mon to reckon a day for a year amor 
the Prophets ; fo that that tiine was bi 
four hundred fourſcore aud ten years, th 
the Viſions ſhould be ſeai'd, ard the da 
Sacrifice taken away, the City be made & 
ſolate, and the Anointing of the Holy Ot 
and. the 54:ſſz2h be flain for the Sins of thy, 
People: And fince the time that the Coll 
mand was gone forth to build Jeruſalal 
again, in which time the ſeventy weeks I. 
their beoinning ; It is above two thoulaw 
years ago, the City is iince builded agathyyy 
and allo made again deſolate, and the duh, 

ly Sacrifice taken away, and the Prince Up 
the People, that then came (v:z.) Tih, 
Veſpaſianes the Reman, has deſtroy/e, G 


y 
CST") 


» Whary, and the deſtruction of it was 
% WW 2n overtiowing to the end of the War ; 
oG yer all theſe things cannot convince 
nor make them believe, that the 
ah is come, or that it» was he, whom 
0 Page Fore-fathers have killed as a Blaſphe- 


pw, that' we, after ſuch clear Prophe- 
of the ſetting up of the Kingdom of 
iſt, and diſ-throning of the Devil, Sin, 
S UE Antichriſt, ſhould not come to be ſur- 
d with the fame Blindneſs and Hard- 
Id Bf Heart ; let us have a {trit obſerva- 
of the Times, that we may not fight 
coaſt the appearance of Irnth, and pur it 
maB:way from us, and ſay, The days are 
I Vicome yet in which the pouring out of 
Ppiric can be witneſſed ; and that the 
wedge of God muſt cover the Earth, 
Me Watcrs cover the Sea; and that the 
pel muſt be preached again uuto thoſe 
dwell upon the Earth, and that the 
Coltth and his Saints muſt have the Victory 
ſal: the Dragon and his Angels : For, 
> "YM as pur the day ſo far from them, are 
*"t and the ſame Error with the Jews,and 
2 S5t underſtand. the Times better than 
*<$do; and ſo are perſecuting the true 
Marance of that, which they ſeem to 
"Mt, and to pray for (as the Jews did) 
I it does not appear in their way, to 
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anſwer their carnal expeQations, that 
ſpiſe the day of ſmall things : But 
Jach are the Myſteries of the Kingdom 
up, and are revealed unto thoſe that 
the Lord- : 
Now, to underſtand theſe things, let ah 
ry one come to read the Propheſies 1 
meaſure of that Spirit, by which they 
given forth, and that ſame opens the | 
phecies, and without it every one und 
ſtands only according to his own Fancy 
private Judgment. The Apoſtle ſaid, 
thou'd come an Apoſtacy from the Faith ; t 
is, from the true Chriſtian Faith. Ne 
when was that ? And who are they thatFgi 
thus Apoſtatiz'd, or fallen away ? As 
Pope, and the whole Roman Catholick Chu 
and they will tel] you, That the Proph 
points at Marin Luther, Zuingl:us, +Acolaj 
padins, Calvinus, M{rnno Srmonis, and olllh 
Hereticks,that have rent many Nations (ill 
the true Apoſtolick Faith, and the anc 
Chriſtian Church, the infallible Foundatl 
and Pillar of T: th, &c. hk 
Ask the Bijhops of England, and the Mir 
byters in Scotland, the Ptarherren or Pa 
in Denmark or Swedul.::d, and Predicants 
the Low-Coxntries, and they will tell yt 
That this Prophecy ſignifieth the gene 
Apoltacy from the Apoſtolick Faith # 
Order in the Church of Chriſt, to 
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and Popiſh Exerciſes, and Inſtitutions 
all Chriſtendom. Again, ask them, 
ch among themſelves continue as yet 
true Apoſtolical Faith and Religion ? 
0 the Lutheran Paſtors will ſay, That are 
* and therefore cry they, Join with us. 
fay the Bi(bps in Englazxd, we will 
, that the Apoſtolical Church had 
7, and that the Apoſtle ſaid, He that 
Wes the Office of a Biſh5p, he deſires a 
Work, and therefore We are they 
are the true Church according to the 
[oſtirution. Then ſays the Presbyterians 
Dutch Predicants, The Biſhops in the 
hatSnitive Churches were not ſuch as you 
AskFbut ſuch as we are, whoſe care was over 
ChmFlock, and did tcach and rule in Ecclec- 
opiical Matters, but not in Councils and 
Ecoleliaments, as you do ; therefore you are 
| ollin from the Primitive ſtate. And now 
1s ITE what ſays {ruth of theſe, and all 


nc rs, who deny that Faith which purihes 


Heart, and can cleanſe rhe Conſcience 
1Sin, and can give Victory over the 
Id? This was the Faith which Paz 
hed, that was nigh in the Heart; and 
tefore all thoſe that ſay, that the Heart 
MWMtrue Believer cannot be made clean, nor 
W he can come to live without Sin, nor to 
2 purifted Conſcience ; and all thoſe 
denies the Word of Faith in the —_— 
8 an 


dati 
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and Chriſt to be the Rule, and ſet wn 
ther Rule, and another Faith, and ang 
Foundation for it, than the Apoſtle {4 
all ſuch are fallen from the Faith, agf 
not Apoltolick, but Anti-Chriſtian; 
when the Man of Sin comes to be revelf 
they will come to be revealed with him, ® 
fall with him, and with Babylon the 
ther of themall; and great will be their 
in that day- 1 

There is yet another Propheſic of 
when he ſaid, When you ſee the Abo 
tion of Deſolation ſtanding im the Holy Þ 
where it ought not ; then let nit bim thaft 
in Judea flee upon the Mount ains;, nor he 
1s in the Field, go back to fetch his Cloatiſe 
And he that is on the Houſe top, come asf 
to take any thing out of mis Flouſe, Yi 
Mat. 24. 15- and faid he further, ver 23, 
Then if any an ſball ſay unto you, Lo 
is Chriſt, or there, believe bim” not, G| 
ſignifying plainly, that when the abomlift 
tion of deſolation ſhould be ſet up, | 
the People would notwithſtanding notw 
divers ſorts of Teachers of the Name 
Chriſt. What were they made deal 
of by the ſetting up of this abominati 
ſeeing they were not deſolate of a pK 
ſeſſion of Chriſt in divers manners ? 
were deſolate of the Power and Preſent 
God in all their Holy Places, ( as they 
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wm ) where this abomination was ſet up ; 
anda as Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, when they 
> {td made the Houſe of Prayer to be a Den 
, 2n(FThieves; then ſaid he, your Horſe 75 
an; & wto you deſolate, Mark; it was not then 
revefÞolate of People, of Congregations, of 
im, Wigions and Worſhips ; but it was deſo- 
the We of the Preſence of God ; for that was 
theirſ to be found there, So that abomina- 
'w, which makes People deſolate of the 
 Chiihver of God, by which they ſhould have 
{ayer over their Sin and Luſts; ard which 
ly Pike the Miniſters and Teachers deſolate 
! thaſthe Spirit of God, by which they ſhould 
" bene been led to Preach the Goſpel ; this 
lamination has been ſet up a long time, 
mea made the People and Nations as a 
ilderneſs ; and this has been fince that 

e, that the Chriſtian Religion has been 

ted on and maintained by the Traditions 
Men; Then came the Poyſon to be poured 

mto the Church, and thereby it 1s come 

$ be ſo ſwelFd and big, that it can com- 
otmthend in it the tyrannical and perſe- 
ameKing Princes, proud and rebellious Biſhops, 
leſalicked Man- Nayers and Murderers, uncleaf), 
natfoton and drunken People ; they have all 
a pom enough in it : And ſince that time it 
ounted Hereſje, that any ſhould make 
emeFprofeſſion of being purified and clean- 


ral; and from that time it may be rec- 
nf koned, 
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 koned, that the abomination of def 
tion has been ſet up: ' And therefore 1® 
us. conſider how- long it is yet to ſtad 
before the Devil come to be caſt aut, a 
the Temple of God be cleanſed, and th 
filth of Abomination be burn'd up, t 
the God of Heaven may again delight $ 
his Sanftuary, and that the Earth may df 
for ever be empty of his preſence, | 
that he may be found of thoſe that ſelf 
him, and be heard of them that are mai 
ning after him- 

Now John ſaith, that this time of D 
ſolation was to continue a Time, Tim 
and half a Time, that is three Years af 
a half, or three times Twelve Mont 
and Six Months, that is, Forty Two Month 
or One Thouſand Two Hundred and Si 
Days; which times are agreeing togiy'®! 
ther in one, and do perfe&tly fulfil t 
time of the Reſtoration of the Chure 
and of the coming down of the Right 
ous Judge, whoſe right it 1s to Rule on 
Men 3 for to him are the Gentzles givk 
for an Inheritance, and the ends of ti 
Earth for a poſſeſſion: And that timed 
alſo perfectly fulfil the time of the Pome 
of the Beaſt; for rheſe' times do all 
gree togetier, and as they had their ops 
ginning about one and the ſame ring 
they mult alſo have their end ſhortly al 
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cal another, becauſe they are like one 
 1\Mher. 
low to find out the end of thoſe times» 
beginning mult be firſt known z now 
daily Sacrifice was taken away long be- 
the abomination, that made the Earth 
late, was ſet up; but from that time, 
both ſhould be fulfilled, ſaid the An- 
| to Danzel, ſhould there be One Thou- 
as Iwo Hundred Ninty Days, that is 
rty more than John writes of : Now 
t abomination of deſolation was not ſet 
fp@in the time of Chriſt; for ſaid he, When 
im. /ſball ſee it ſer up, &c, ſpeaking as of a 
s 280g that was not yet come to paſs; and 
one Apoſtle ſaid, There ſhall come an Apo- 
ng9 from the Faith ; that ſhews, that it 
cif not yet come, neither did it come till 
roa@rral Hundreds of Years after; for the true 
| aWriſtians ſuffered many cruel and grievous 
areſfaths for che Chriltian Faith z ſo that they 
tld not fall away, but endured to the end, 
ond were ſaved, and fo long the Earth was 
St deſolate: But when that Faith was 
which did ay 6 in Sufferings, and 
t the Chriſtian Kelipion ( which was the 
y Place) came to be corrupted by Pride, 
Wretouſheſs, Perſecution and Worldly 
eaſures, Eaſe, and the Delights and Ho- 
ineÞuors of this World ; then the abomina- 
im was ſet up, that made the Earth de- 
E ſolate : 
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folate: And reckon from that time one Thy 
ſand two Hundred Sixty Years, and addi 
it theſe Thirty Years, of which the Ang 

ſpoke to Daniel, Dan, 12. 11, and ſee wil 
ther we be not about the Forty Five Ye: 
of which there is made mention in the 12t 
verſe, where the Angel having ſpoken dj 
the one Thouſand two Hundred NintyYes 
adds, Bleſſed is he that waitcth, and com 
ro the T hbonſand T bree Hundr ed and Thi 
Five Days : Signifying plainly, that the 
muſt be a time of patience and wait 
for the Bleſſed Reſtaucation, which "ah 
promiſed; and that that time of wait 
ſhould continue from the one Thonſand t 
Hundred Ninty, till One Thouſand Thr 
*Hundred Thirty Five, which are Fc 
Five Days or Years; and then they hd 
Bleſſed that come rhereunto. $o he thi 
hath Wiſdom let him reckon : But thi 
reckoning is not comprehended in Arit 
matick, or the Art of reckoning ; neithe 
can It be conceiv®d by the Wiſdom of t 
World : Burt ſuch as have the Wide 
which .cometh from God, they ſhall nnd 
ſtand ; and it is to ſuch I write; for;hh 
have learn'd to cover the Pearls beforet 
Swine, and to with-hold the Childre 
Bread from the Dogs. 


— 
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And by what is here ſaid, it ſafficient- 
dy appears; Firſt, That this Intruder or 
Eſurper, calPd the Devil, Satan, Dragon, 

Anti-Chriſt, has no right to Rule and 
Reign over Minkind, all the days of their 

fe. Secondly, That his Kingdom is- a 

ited Kingdom, and was not to conti- 
ae for cver. Thirdly, That the limits 
"WF it has been reveaPd to ſeveral of the 

rvants of God. Fourthly, That the ap- 
inted time of his Governments is nigh 

ime to an end. Fifthly, That there is a 
ſſed Day and Time to be expected after 
end of his Reign. And Sixthly, That 
"We can come to enjoy that Bleſſed Time 
| Bleſſedneſs, nor ſing the Song of Joy 

] Deliverance, but thoſe that patiently 

Wit upon the Lord in the days of Tribu- 
tion ; and have that Hope to ſee the 
iilyation, which cometh out of S707, 


FAnd therefore for Concluſion, I ſhall 
j this, Thar all thoſe that feel them- 
Mes in Bondage under this Prince of 
Frkneſs, in what manner ſoever it be 
are not willing to remain ſo always; 
eve but in him that ſheweth you your 
"Þdage, and waite in his pure Light in 
own Conſciences, which diſcovers 
neſs, and the Prince of itz and then 

E 2 you 
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you will feel a Hope to ſpring up in you, 

that you may be deliver'd, as1] 
1 7oh. myſelf have felt; And this Hope 

3.3. will lead to a daily Waſhing and 

Purifying, and to a daily Crucify: 
ing and Mortifying of thy Earthly Mem- 
bers: And as this hope comes to work 
in thee, it will bring thee to an Experience 
of being deiliver*d in ſome particular thing 
and that will ſtrengthen thy Hope of being 
deliver*d from more; and fo, at laſt a Faitl 
will ariſe in thee, perfeftly and thorom|; 
to be made free from ſin: And when that 
art made partaker of this Faith, then t 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt Bond of the Der 
is broken ; for, through the Unbelief « 
it he keeps his Kingdom in Man and We 
man : And when this evil Root of Unbelic 
is taken away, then his Kingdom comes ſoo | 
to an end, and the Government of Tru 
comes to be ſet up in thee ; and ſothe 
comes a Change to be wrought 1a thee) bot 
inwardly and outwardly z; and ſo com 
his Kingdom, who is the Intruder or 
ſarper, to be leſfen'd, firſt, in thy ſelf, anF 
then thou comeſt to ſee that Change in any 
ther; and ſo it goeth forward, from ot 
to ten, and from ten to a thouſand, a 
ſo forth, more and more, until the Ini} 
ritance of the wicked comes to be "my 
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laid waſte, till Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
and the Reign and Government of Chrilt 
Jeſus our Lord comes to be ſet up in the 
Earth, which my Soul longs travels 
for 3 and ſo, I know; it is with many more, 
for whoſe ſake this is written; and as a 
Teſtimony againſt that proud and preſump- 
tious Generation of Hypocrites, of what 
Sort or Name, or in what Nation or King- 
dom ſoever they may be, who not only 
haye Subjeted themſelves unto this Prince 
of Darkneſs, and unto the Power of him 
who is called the Devil and Satan; but 
alſo pretend, that all Mankind muſt do fo, 
and continue ſo all their days, and that 
there is no remedy nor help againſt ir ; 
and ſo deny the Power of God, and lead 
the People to truſt in a Lye: But the Day 
of the Power of God is come, and the 
Refuge of Lyes is ſwept away; and th? 
Deliverance and Viftory of the Lamb is 
known unto many; to whom, and to the 
Everlaſting God, by the Operation of the 
Holy Spirit in the Hearts of the Redeem- 
ed be ſung Everlaſting Praiſes, Thankſ- 
giving, Renown, Honour and Glory, and 
Dominion for ever. 


E 3 Poſtſcript. 


Poſtſcripe. 


f ago corties ſomething further 'up in 
att concerning this matter, 
which I think good to communicate unto F 
you. 
There are hardly any ignorant, how com- 
monly it is ſaid, That we cannot live with- 
out ſin; and that we cannot be made free 
from it, as long as we live in this World ; 
even as if our Sin and our Life were ſo 
knit together, that they cannot be ſepara-. 
ted from one another ; but that they muſt 
end topcther, and not the one before the 
other. Now a!] thoſe that believe there 
is a God, they allo believe, that he is the 
Fountain of Life, and gives Life unto all 
that Lives: And all that believes that there 
is a Devil, they alſo believe, thar he is the 
Author and Original of fin z as Chriſt ſaid, 
When bes ſpeaks a Lye, be ſpeaks of his own ; 
for he 1s a Lyar, and a Father' of Lyes, 
Joh. $. 44. and ſo he is of all other wick: 
edneſs:; 
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edneſs: Now he gives life to no man ; for 
that comes of God ; and he having made 


them live, then comes the Devil, and he- 
{| trays them unto ſin: And now are Men and 


Women become ſuch Fools, that they ſeek 
to bind together inſeparably that which is 
of God, with that which is of the Devil ; 


| and that is a great fooliſhneſs : For, What 


Fellowſhip has Chriſt with Belzal, or Light 
wita Darkneſs ? So alſo the Life of Men 
( fimply cenlider'd in it ſelf) has no Fel- 


gowſhip with ſin; for they come forth of 


two different Originals; and he, who is the 
Original of Life, is ſtronger than he, who 
is the Original of ſin: And tho? he has 
brought in fin, and has corrupted nature 
(which firſt was pure) by ſin; and men) 
Inthat corrupt nature, do abuſe their Life, 


| which they have from God, to his diſho- 


nour, and to their own perdition ; yet that 
Life is not ſo joyn'd unto in, that they are 


|'nfeparable: For, tho? it be true, that men 
cannot ſins if they live not 3 yet it is,true to 
\|fay, That if men ſin nor, then they cannot 


live 3 for the life that ſome lived, they lived 
dy the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. 
and that is in dominion over Sin, and over 


the Devil the Author of it. | 
There is another common Poſition, 1 har 


” ww hk. Ad =— : % LY” } 


ne muſt Live in ſin ſo long as we do carry about 
with us this Body of Sin and Deauh ,, mean: 
2M E 4 mg 


( 66) 
ing this Subſtantial or Corporal Body; | 
leaging the words of Paul, Rom. 7. 24. 

Now this 1s alſo a blind and fooliſhh 
ſition, as if the fault of all ſins which th 
commit, were in the Body, or the Me 
bers of it ; whereas on the contrary t 
Body ( ſimply in it ſelf) is not guilty 
that which through the Body is done, 
being altogether paſſive, having no wil 
the Members ; bur they are as Inſtrument 
that. are order'd or diſpos'd of according 
the Laws of God, or of the Devil ; the 
or the other being ſet up to rule in the 
and Mind of the Creature ; and the Me 
bers have no power to do, or leave und 
any thing, but as they receive it by t 
Will or Underitanding. 

Alſo there is n» Member of the Bod 
but is made to ſerve the Lord, and is 
made fit for it; and they are as ready al 
willing to do, and to fulhl the Will of G6 
aS to fulfil the Will of the Devil; 6 
and they are more properly in their rigt 
place and ſervice, and have more joy 
freedom in it, than in the ſervice of ti 
Devil; for the ſervice of the Devil isbi 
Bondage; to which the Creature is led ap 
tive by a Lye, as is afore ſaid, and thi 
that call the Corporal Bodies the Bods 
of Sin and Death, they pleaſe the Deſi 
well enough ;- for he well knows _ 
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'; 4] long as they ſo believe, his Birth and Seed 


will remain in them without hinderance, 


| when the Eyes of Men are led out to ſu- 
of ſpet their own Bodies, as being the cauſe 


of all Sin and Evil which they commit ; 


{ which Bodies are more fit to ſerve God ; 


but are capable to be given up by the Will 


4 and Aﬀettion to ſerve cither God, or the 


Devil; as is manifeſt by the words of 
Paul, Rom- 6. 19. As ye have yielded your 
ſelves Servants to Uncleanneſs, and to Inquity, 
wito Tniquity; even ſo now yield your Mcmver 


fl Servants to Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs; Now 
#| here every one may ſee, that the ſame 


Members, that before were given up to 
ſerve Unrighteouſneſs, muit now be given 
up to ſerve Righteouſneſs [ Mark ] .they 
had them ſtill, they did not ſay, we.would 


m were delivered from theſe Members and 


Bodies ( that were uſed to commit Sin ) that 
ſo we might come to be made free : But the 
Apoſtle taid plainly, That they were free 


from Sin, and were become Servants unto Righ- 


pl 


teoſrreſs, and that therefore they ſhould give 
up their Members to the ſervice of him that 
had made them free,as formerly they uſed to 
do to + that had brouglit them into bondage. 
And theſePeople that ſo complain againf? their 
o#n Bodies, calling them the old Man, the 
Body of Sin and Death, and of Corruption ; 
How will they underſtand the Apoſtle, where 
le ſays, ortify your AMemoers which are 
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p91 the Earth? What, will they Mortifyy 
Hands and Feet, and pul] out their pj 
and cut ont their Tongues ? I ſuppoſeny 
on how will they fulfil the words of he 
{tle, except they tind out another þ 7 
os and the Members of it, which ow 
n. be crucified with the daily Croſs ? | : 
the Apoſtle hath named the Member 
that Body, which muſt be Mortified, Colz, 
to wit, Fornicarion, Vncleanneſs, Inord 
Affettion, Evil Concupiſcence and Covernlf®? 
eſs, which ts Javlatry, ver. 8. Anger, Wraif* 
Malice, Blaſpiemy, filthy Commu-ication u 
of your "Mouth, and lying one to another, $ 


theſe are the Members, that make up th n 
Body which is called the Body of the Suff 


of the Fleſh, Co!. 2. 11. and this is a for! 
of Fleſh which God has no: made ; for tf 
which he hath made, that is good, anda]. 

is for himſelf, and not for fin, 1 Cor, 6. 3, 
and tho' the Devil hath his ſeat in the Hean, Þ 
commanding the Members of the Body nþ, þ 
do his will; yet the ſame Members could 
ſerve to do the Will of God} if the Denl ; 
were caſt out, and Truth and Righteouſnek|, 
were ſet up in the Heart; and then theſe], 
Sin-pleaders would come to ſee,that the fauk [, 
was not in their Bodies, but in their corrupt |, | 
Hearts, and that there is another Body to, 
to be put off, before thy can come to do [, 


the Will of God, and not the Copord T* 
Body, 


fady, which God has Created to ſerve 


: And beſides that; theſe People ſhew them: 


Eves to have but little love to God ; that 
A his kindneſs and manifold Mercies can- 
Kt draw them to ſerve him, but on the 
Fntrary they will ſerve his greateſt Enemy, 
long as they have Members to ſerve him 
tithal, uſing thoſe Members which God has 
en them, againſt him and his ordering ; 
&d if he will not permit it ſo tobe, he muſt 
> away thoſe Members again ; even as - 
1 yl ere was no other remedy to put an end 
'&Þ{; that is as much as to ſay, If the Lord 
"loot have him toSwear,toLye,or to ſpeak 
$11; he muſt make them Dumb, and if he 
JW not have them to co bad Works,he muſt 
* Ske them Lawe ; and if he will take away 
ry ir Life from them, then they will leave ofF 
1; Ping, bur nor ſooner: Yea, they cannot 
14 x ! 
can, {re to hear of putting off of Sin ſooner 
(ſay they ) 75 the Grand Error of the 
or lakers, to ſpeak of ceaſing to Sin, be« 
evil [© We ceaſe to live. 
=" Oh ! Where is the Sence of the Love of 
yoſe © that this People ſhouid feel in their 
an f ſhed abroad to God,to conſtrainthem 
: up Obedience ? Alas! They are ſtrangers 
 *' Freunto, and the Covenant with Hell and 
44 {A is ſo ſtrong, and the Unbelief is ſo 
ral Fd 1n them, that they think, this Cove- 
dy, nant 


f 
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nant cannot be broken : But bleſſed bt 
Lord, that Faith is now manifeſted, tha 
veth Vidtory, and breaketh this 
nant. —_—_ = 
Another great Plea, which theſe Single 
ders bring is this : If People can cond 
Perfection in this Life, then they hr 
need of Chriſt to be their Saviour; all 
Salvation by Chriſt, and a perfect and 
Life were inconſiſtent with one anal: 
You fools and blind, Know ye not thit 
good and perfect Gifts come from the 
and that none can come to Perfection, ie 
by his Gift? And if God be the give! 
It not then by Grace ? Where Þt 
Works then ? But theſe Pleaders forfs. 
are as great Strangers to the Salvap«: 
which 1s in Chriſt jeſus, as they are tos, 
fection, otherwiſe they would ſee there; 
norance. When Chriſt ſaid to his Dip® 
ples, Be ye perf &, as your Father which\{ha 
Heaven is perfect : That is as much asf 
(according to the explanation of rheſeFe 
ple) There is your Commaizd, when tlic 
done, you have no nced of mc : andFand 
Apoſtle ſpoke Wiſdom among them tha tot 
perfect, but not ſuch Wiſdom (or af 2 
Fooliſhneſs ) as this, to perſwade them,Whre 
they had no need of Chriſt to be their ta 
our, becauſe they were come to PerfedW tha 
bur on the contrary he ſaid, That he * 


; 
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|, thiffp all things (then he could be perfet) bat 
's (alot as of himſelf, but through Chriſt thas 
nabled him ; and thoſe that come to a per- 
Si-gect Rate, they know that their Salvation is 
hot of their Works, how good and pure ſo- 
he they may. be, but meerly by Grace 
 &ihrough Jeſus Chriſt, and that in reſpect of 
nd theſe three following Obſervations. . 
andy} 1, Fir##, That it was the appearance of 
thaKhriſt Jeſus, who 1s the Power of God, that 
he has brought them off from their Sin and Im- 
on, (erfection ; and that they have not left 
ivafthem off of themſelves, bur do own, that it 
re & the Grace of God, as the Apo3Zle did, 77. 
fora. 11, 12. For the Grace of God, that bringeth 
lraevation, bath appeared unto all men, teachin 
toNſwthat denying Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſt s, 
enve ſhould 1;ve ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
Dpbis preſent World. So here you may ſee, 
bMfhat it is the appearance of the Grace of 
$tlfGod that leads to Perfetion, and this Per- 
eMfeftion is not yet a perfect Salvation, for 
thiſthoſe that have it, may fall from ir again, 
xFand ſo not be ſaved ; but thoſe that endure 
#Ftothe end ſhall be ſaved. | 
2. But ſecondly, It is Chriſt who is the 
,WPreſerver and Keeper unto the end of thoſe 
that truſt in him; and the Apoſles reſtifie, 
x that thoſe that were delivered from the 
Corruption of this World, muſt know him 
Flobe their Keeper, that had gathered them 
our 
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out of the World ; and theretore ſail tha 
in his Epiſtle , vcr. 24, Now unto him the 
5s able to keep you from falling, and uy 19 
ſent you faultleſs before the an” . & of bis (dot 
ry with exceeding joy, Fc. And Peter tiff lie 
fieth, 1 Per. 1, 5. You arekept by the Ponelſ the 
God throngh Faith mito Salvation, ready wi thi 
revealcd 1n the laſt time, And Paz! tettifal ſta 
1 hat the keeping 1s by Feſus Chriſt, Phil. g,Þ Pl 
So here you may ſee, that the bringingy] * 
the ſtate of Perfeftion, and the keeyyf th: 
from falling trom it again, 1s both the wtf {t: 
of Chriſt ; and yet this is not a perfe&t $ an 
vation ; for this does not put away the fy} In 
mer Sins. af 

3. But thirdly, Whoever comes to pep th 
fect Salvation, he comes to know Chrilt of #' 
be an Offering for Sin, and to obtain Rs| di 
conciliation with God, and forgiveneſs (f E 
his former ſins: For all the holy Conve| ol 
ſation and perfection of Life can be couſ 4 
ted no more but his Duty, and thereim|? 
he cannot obtain remiſſion of one of ts] 
former Sins; but thoſe that confeſs ther: 
Sins, and forſake them, ſuch comes to for 
giveneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, and comes to knon 
his Blood cleanſmg them from all their for 
mer Sins ; and ſo they come to perfet vl | 
vation by Grace, not by Works, but if 
Faith, that works in the Love of God) uni! 
Obedience, without which Faith 7 


( 73) 


dead, and makes no man ſaved, but thoſe 
d& that have this true Faith and Hope in 
"i them, Thcy purifie themſelves, as he is pure, 
0M 1 Job. 3-3. and he that has not this Hope, 
0 doesnot purife himſelf, neither does he be- 
til lieve that he can do it ; and by this we know 
the true Believers from the talſe ; and by 
w this Sinners are made manifeſt that cannot 
if] ſtand in the Congregation of the Righteous, 
Ta; Plal, I. F- 
nv} So now let all the Plzagers for Sin ſtop 
eja[ their Mouths for ever, and let the Devil 
wth ſtand for himſelf, and plead his own Cauſe ; 
t#] and henceforch do not deſpiſe and revile the 
e fp Innocent (that are travelling and ſtriving 
after Perfeftion, with a Faith to obtain it} 
pe that they think to be ſaved by their own 
iſt of works ; for we hope for no other Salvation, 
Re but that which is in and by Jeſus Chrilt the 
{ df Eternal Son of God, who 1s the firſt-born 
of every Creature, that brings many Sons 
and Daughters unto Glory, but not by lea- 
ring them in their Sins, but his Name is 
p| Jeſus, and he /aves People from their ſins, 


| : 


SC. 


THE END. 
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